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Editorial 


Our Season to Act! 
Are we ready? 


"There is a time for everything and a season for 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 


every activity under heaven." 


By Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO, AMAA 


ime is mysterious and puzzling. 

Wikipedia defines time as "the indefinite continued progress of existence and events 
that occur apparently in irreversible succession from the past through the present 
to the future." 

So ‘time’ spans from the past to the present to the future. 

Nevertheless, a closer look defies the existence of the present as in the pace of this mystical 
reality every moment in life is either past or future. By the time one thinks of the present it has 
either passed or is coming. 

The Armenian Missionary Association of America is celebrating the Centennial of our 
foundation. Consequently, there is a ‘past’ spanning over one hundred years of activity that we are conscious of. A ‘past’ 
that has prepared the Association for its relative future. A ‘past’ where a vision was born and, over a period of time, that 
‘vision’ has materialized taking shape, size and a tangible body. 

We are indeed proud of a past that engulfs an investment of a conscious realization of a painful reality, deeply anchored 
faith, unimaginable toil, immeasurable conviction, magically treasured material, and unlimited human resources coupled 
with wisdom and intellect. All this making up a priceless legacy for us to invest in human life. 

Imagine the amount of time spent, the pouring sweat, the abundance of care and compassion, distances travelled, 
discussions held and the healthy growth of the Association gifted to us. A legendary ‘past’ indeed that inspires and burdens 
us to anchor the foundation of a future that looks bright and exciting. 

Whatever the name, our time is the bridge between the past and the future. Our burden is heavy and responsibilities 
critical for which we toil and labor hard. 

The AMAA Centennial is only a moment of reckoning for us, as at every interval of time there is a past and future but 
the present is constant. At any time, building on the legacy of the past will reap the blessings of the future. 

What are we at the AMAA building? 

Not empires nor structures. Simply put our focus is the individual. Building, rebuilding and making a difference in the 
life of the individual. Our collective act is summed up on how we impact the spiritual and physical wellbeing of our people 

—one life at a time. 

‘There is a time for everything’ says the Bible. So, what is the imperative of our time one would ask? The effort to build 
a brighter and impactful future, | would suggest. American Computer Scientist, Alan Kay, is quoted, "The best way to predict 
the future is to invent it." 

We are in midst of our Centennial Campaign inventing our future. 

| will spare no effort in walking this journey with you. You will find the AMAA Centennial Campaign program in this 
issue. | invite you to consider this information and join us in the collective invention of our future. | am ready to answer a 
call or meet you in person. 

"There is a time for everything." 

It is our time to invent our future! 

Thank you for your support of the AMAA. May God bless you! UO) 


AMAA NEWS, July-Aug-Sept 2017 3 


Inspirational Corner. 


thas been a year since | was elected as the Moderator of the Armenian Evangelical Union 
of North America (AEUNA). Since then | had the privilege to meet and serve with many 
organizations, churches and individuals. As a leader in the AEUNA, it is my obligation to 
not only keep the status quo, but perhaps assist in lifting and encouraging spiritual growth 
wherever | am led by the Holy Spirit. My observations helped me to share the next few lines, 
and | pray that it edifies and blesses the Armenian Evangelical community, and all those who 
read this article. 

In Matthew 22:37-38 our Lord was being tested by a question directed to Him by a lawyer, 
"’Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?’ And he said, ‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment." 

In this passage, | believe the Lord Jesus identifies a misconception and a faulty understanding of faith toward God 
and attempts to solve it. Many have the tendency to relate God with the spiritual element in life, and separate Him from 
the remaining areas in life. This is the main reason why the relationship with God turns into monotonous traditions or 
meaningless religion, The Apostle James wrote, "You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and 
shudder!" (James 2:19). What is the difference then between the belief humans claim toward God? The answer lays in the 
command Jesus gave as He quotes from the Old Testament "Love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your might." (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

When God created man, He did one thing different in comparison while creating the animals. Animals were created 
with two elements: body and mind. Yet, we learn that upon the conclusion of God creating man He breathed upon him, 
giving man the third element: body, mind, and spirit (Genesis 2:7). The scriptures are clear about the spirit of man being 
in the heart; thus Paul says "man believes with his heart" (Romans 10:9-10). This helps humans not only to believe in God, 
but to desire to know his Creator, and to serve his Lord. The commandment is concerning the involvement of the three 
elements in loving God. 

In other words, we cannot separate God as the spiritual part of life. Instead we are to love God with our entire being: 

1. "Love God with all your heart/spirit" - this indicates our worship, commitment, and total allegiance (Rom. 5:5; 
10:9-10; 1Cor. 2:14, Eph. 3:17). 

2. "Love God with all your mind" - this is concerning our reasoning, views, and priorities (Rom. 12:2, Eph. 4:22-23, 
Col. 3:9-10, Phlp. 2:1-11). 

3. "Love God with all your might/strength" - this is about the physical body, and all that is involved concerning our 
works, our conducts, and even our diet (Mt. 6:22-23, 1 Cor. 6:18-20, Rom. 8:12-13). 

The Lord Jesus reiterated this command to answer a question which was meant to test Him. Today the world questions 
and tests our beliefs. The Armenian Evangelical community is not exempt from this. We ought to follow our Lord’s example, 
and have the courage of our forefathers to respond without hesitation, and let the world know where we stand spiritually, 
mentally, and physically. God is to be loved and honored with all that we are, with all that we have, and with all that we 
desire to be. 


* Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian is the Moderator of the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America and the Pastor of the Holy Trinity Armenian 
Church of North Hollywood, CA. 
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Just like memories of everyday events such as 
birthdays and holidays, all of our memories are 
part of the process of building a story that has 
the perpetration of events, whether happy or not. 
Through the years, we keep in our memory all the 
facts, which have been passed on for generations. 
Much of what we witness is connected to these memories which 
are recalled by books, pictures, images, or facts narrated by our 
ancestors." Rev. Aharon Sapsezian, former Pastor of the Sao 
Paulo Church 

After the Genocide in the mid-1920s, the first Armenian refugees 
began to arrive in Sao Paulo, Brazil, which with a population now 
of over 10 million, is the world's third largest city and the largest 
in South America. As recorded in official Church records, the first 
Armenian Evangelicals who arrived in Sao Paulo were Pastor 
Garabed Assadur Kerikian and his family. In 1925, Pastor and Prof. 
Peniamin Sarkis Gaidzakian and his family, accompanied by more 
than 25 Armenian families, arrived on the ship "Guaruja." In 1924, 
Rev. Michael Bitchmayan and his family who had settled in Rio 
Grande do Sul, moved to Sao Paulo and immediately gathered the 
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Rev. Dr. Roy Abrahamian, Senior Pastor of SAo Paulo Church. 


Armenian Evangelicals, who had already started prayer meetings 
in homes and were trying to organize a church. As recorded in 
the Church archives in 1927 by Rev. Bitchmayan, the Armenian 
Evangelical Central Church of Sao Paulo was constituted and made 
official. Rev. Bitchmayan was steadfast and a kind person and in 
this way managed to win many souls to Christ. He was cultured, 
knew 20 languages and was also a teacher in a Seminary. 
Between the years 1926-1930, more Armenian Evangelical 
families immigrated to Brazil, which added to the number of Church 
members. In this first phase, Rev. Bitchmayan led the Church 
until 1930. From 1930-1939, the congregation continued under 
the direction of Rev. Garabed Kerikian. During this period, the 
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Around The Globe 


Church flourished spiritually, musically, educationally, culturally 
and socially. The Evangelical Church pioneered to form the First 
Armenian School in Sao Paulo in 1937 with 50 students. Prof. 
Peniamin Gaidzakian led the Church from 1940-1954. The first 
Armenian Evangelical Choir, which at that time had great respect 
in the Armenian community, was formed by the members of the 
Church and directed by Prof. Gaidzakian. 

Rev. Aharon Sapsezian, a member of the Church, returned from 
his theological studies abroad and assumed the leadership of the 
Church in 1955. Until then the worship services were held on the 
third floor of a commercial building. January 1, 1957 was one of 
the happiest days in the life of the Church - a dream come true! On 
that day, a memorable groundbreaking service for the new Church 
edifice was held. Two veteran pastors, Rev. Michael Bitchmayan and 
Prof. Peniamin Gaidzakian, and the new young pastor, Rev. Aharon 
Sapsezian, were on the pulpit to lead the groundbreaking service. 

During the ten years of Rev. Sapsezian's pastoral care, the 
Church lived a golden decade. With his dedication and enthusiasm, 
he encouraged and led not only the members of the Church but the 
Armenian community as well, spiritually, culturally and socially. In 
1965, Rev. Sapsezian moved to Europe and assumed a leadership 
on of the pulpit was at the discretion of the Church Council, chaired 
by George Gaidzakian. In 1969, Rev. Daniel Belmont from the 
Evangelical Presbytery became the Pastor. With great dedication, 
he served the Church until 1973. 

In March 1973, the Church invited Movses Boghos Janbazian, 
a native of Anjar, Lebanon and a recent graduate of the Near East 
School of Theology, to assume leadership of the Church. Even 
at the very young age of 27, he impressed the Church and the 
Armenian community with his contagious tone of authentic vitality 
and Armenian spirit. Within the first six months after his arrival he 
mastered the Portuguese language. During his pastorate, the Radio 
Program "Hai Avedaranagan Jam" (the Armenian Evangelical 
Hour) was started and it continued to be on the air until 1982. 
Rev. Janbazian, with his dynamism, gave a revitalizing spirit to the 
youth. In 1975, during his leadership, the "Ponte Pequena" Subway 
Station was inaugurated just in front of the Church and it soon was 
granted the privilege of being called "Station Armenia." In August 
1980, Rev. Janbazian was invited by the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America to the newly established position of "Field 
Director," and with his family moved to the United States. Those 
seven and a half years of his pastoral care became memorable and 
a blessing for many. 


— = 


90th Anniversary Worship Service of SAo Paulo Church. 


At the 90th Anniversary Worship Service. L to R: Rev. Djair de 
Oliveira Marques (Asst. Pastor), Rev. Aram Mardirossian (Rio 
De Janeiro), Rev. Dr. Roy Abrahamian (Senior Pastor), Rev. Berdj 
Djambazian (Minister to AEUNA), Rev. Dr. René Léonian (France), 
Rev. Ara Mkhitaryan (Argentina), Rev. Dr. Obed Boyajian (Uruguay) 
and Rev. Simon Pedro Bilezikian (Sao Paulo). 


From 1981-1986, Rev. Daniel Belmont led the Church once 
again, and was later followed by Rev. Antonio Dominoni. Even 
though they did not know the Armenian language, they were 
dedicated servants who worked with love to represent the Armenian 
Evangelical Church in the community on all occasions. From 
1987-1989, Rev. Alberto Darakjian became Pastor of the Church, 
however, he left the pulpit at the invitation of a local Evangelical 
Church in Pasadena, California. From 1990-1993, Rev. Dominoni 
and Rev. Belmont collaborated to lead the Church. 

In 1993, Rev. Dimitri Prodromos Constantinidis was invited 
to be Pastor of the Church. A dynamic person, he re-organized the 
activities of the Church with great enthusiasm. Rev. Dimitri led the 
Church for about ten years until 2002. In 2001, the Church invited 
an Assistant Pastor, Roy Abrahamian, M.D., a young man who 
was a theological student at the Brazilian Biblical Institute. After 
completing his theological studies, Dr. Abrahamian was ordained 
by the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA), 
with the presence of the late Rev. Karl V. Avakian. In 2003, Rev. 
Abrahamian became the Senior Pastor of the Church and Rev. 
Dionisio Straw Ataide served as the Assistant Pastor until 2009. 
Currently the Assistant Pastor is Rev. Djair de Oliveira Marques. 

In the 1970s, the Church initiated worship services and Sunday 
school classes in Ferraz de Vasconselos, a poor neighboring 
town, where a few Armenians had settled. Gradually, the worship 
attendance increased as non-Armenian believers living in the area 
joined the Church. To this day, the Evangelical Armenian Church 
continues to serve local non-Armenians who live in Ferraz de 
Vasconcelos. 

Currently the Church is a member of AEUNA as well as an 
affiliate of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil. The Church has 
around 60 families with a Sunday school, and an active Ladies 
Society. 

For 90 years, the Church of Sao Paulo has continually and 
faithfully served its purpose of spreading the Good News of the 
Gospel, as well as preserving its Armenian Evangelical identity, 
Armenian culture, language and traditions, believing that preserving 
the identity of the present generation will help them pass it on to 
future generations. 

The Church is grateful for the loving support of the AMAA 
for the continuation of its ministry.) 


(Compiled and adapted by Louisa Janbazian from the Church History, 
originally written in Portuguese for the 90thAnniversary Celebrations ofthe Church.) 
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artkes Manuel Kassouni was born and raised on the 
Vx of Cyprus. His parents, Manuel and Martha 
(Mississian) had immigrated there from Aintab 
(father) and Marash (mother). Manuel was the brother of 
Rev. Yeghia Kassouny, the renowned author and minister. 


He was a teacher in the American Academy, Larnaca, 
where he taught for sixty years, and where Vartkes received 


his elementary and secondary education. His spiritual 
education and experience was in the local Reformed 
Presbyterian Church where Rev. Hagop Sagherian was 
Pastor to the Armenians. 

Starting in 1949, three educational institutions played 
a key role in Vartkes’s development: Bob Jones University, 
Greenville, SC, (BA 1953); Biblical Seminary, New York 
City (M.DIV. 1956); and McCormick Seminary, Chicago, IL, 
(D.MIN. 1991). Under the guidance of the AMAA he and 
his wife, Adrine (Keshishian) were ready to go to Aleppo in 
1956, as youth workers in the area churches, but the Suez 
Canal war that year prevented them from doing so. Over 
the next several years, they had four children: Linda Joy 
(Walker); Nancy Jean (McGinnis); Karen Martha (May), 
and Timothy Vartkes (Amy). 

After working for two years as the Philadelphia Area 
Director of International Students Inc., he accepted a call 
to the pastorate at the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
New York City, where he was ordained to the Christian 
Ministry by the New York Association of Congregational 
Church (now United Church of Christ) in 1957. While 
in New York he served as Moderator of the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of North America, and a member of the 
AMAA Board of Directors. While there he led a major effort 
to raise funds and buy a building for the newly formed 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto, Canada. He 
ministered in New York for five years and then accepted 
a call from the First Armenian Presbyterian Church of 


Fresno, CA. in 1964. He served there for 13 years, and 
led their major move to build three new facilities (Christian 
Education, Sanctuary and Social Hall). He was a founding 
member of the newly formed union of the Armenian 
Evangelical churches and youth organizations of the East 
and the West coasts. 

Starting in 1979, Vartkes began a new pastorate at the 
United Armenian Congregational Church of Los Angeles, 
following the death of the Rev. Paul Avazian. He served 
there till 1983, where he played a key role in the startup 
of the C&E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School, the 
first such institution in America. From there he entered a 
new phase in his ministry, that of serving churches of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), to which he had shifted his 
ministerial affiliation several years before. Starting at the 
Tustin Presbyterian Church in Tustin, CA, he served six 
churches (Palmdale, Tustin, Huntington Beach, Garden 
Grove, Yorba Linda, and Fullerton). In 1986, he was called 
to be the Associate Executive Presbyter of Los Ranchos 
Presbytery, as their new church developer. In this capacity, 
he was the initiating founder of new churches in Laguna 
Niguel, Plano Trabuco (Rancho Santa Margarita), Yorba 
Linda, North Huntington Beach, and several union and 
revitalized churches. He also was the Interim Executive 
Presbytery of San Fernando Presbytery (1999-2001). 

His marriage ended in a divorce, and in 1987 he 
married Samira Audeh. They settled in Orange, CA, where 
they currently reside. Vartkes retired twice: once in 1996, 
and again finally in 2015, bringing him to the final phase 
of his ministry, that of writing. 

Among his many articles written in church-related 
organs, sermon and lecture notes, he has a book recently 
published, called POINTS OF LIGHT, A Memoir and More. 
He continues in that capacity while also maintaining an 
active preaching and teaching ministry. O 
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HEADLINERS OF AMAA CENTENNIAL BANGUEL IN OCTOBER 
DRS. RAFFY HOVANESSIAN AND NURHAN & 


By Florence Avakian 


he Armenian Missionary Association of 

America (AMAA) has been in my blood from 

an early age," stated Dr. Raffy Hovanessian in 

a telephone conversation with this writer. The 

eminent community activist will be the Master 
of Ceremonies for the AMAA Centennial Banquet. He will be 
sharing the honors with AMAA leaders and Banquet Co-Chairs 
Drs. Nurhan and Celeste Telfeyan Helvacian. 

The Banquet on the east coast will take place on Saturday 
evening, October 21, 2017 at the elegant Glenpointe Marriott 
in Teaneck, NJ. In October 2018, the AMAA will crown its 
Centennial celebrations with a Banquet in California. 

Dr. Hovanessian, who has been intimately associated with 
the AMAA since childhood, was born in Jerusalem to parents 
who were orphans, and was baptized in the St. Hresdagabed 
Armenian Apostolic Church. His mother hailed from Yozgat, 
and his father’s family was from Arapkir where they lost more 
than 30 family members during the Genocide. 

His family was forced to leave his birthplace during the 
Arab-Israeli war, and went to Aleppo, Syria where he received 
his secondary and the first two years of his college education in 
schools run by the Evangelical church. His mother, who was 
a nurse, took care of the survivors of the Genocide in Aleppo, 
giving injections, doing home deliveries, and "charging nothing," 
Dr. Hovanessian pointed out. 

"My father was a shoemaker and made a decent living," he 
related, and revealed that his father in the orphanage did not know 
his family name, but because Dr. Raffy’s paternal grandfather’s 
name was Hovaness, the family name became Hovanessian. 
However, he found out later that he was really a Hamalian. 


WANTED TO BE A MISSIONARY 

"It was in Aleppo that I received my basic Christian education 
in the Sunday school and Junior Youth Group of the Evangelical 
church which welcomed us with very open arms," he recalled, 
relating that his father became a close friend with the father of 


Zaven Khanjian (currently 
AMAA’s Executive Director/ 
CEO). "Our families always 
celebrated Easter and New 
Year’s together. And 
even before going into the 
medical field, my ambition 
was to become a missionary 
like Albert Schweitzer." 

Inspired by his mother 
to become a doctor, the 
young Raffy continued 
his medical studies at 
the renowned American 
University of Beirut (AUB) 
where he specialized in 
Internal Medicine and Gastroenterology, finally concluding his 
instruction at Johns Hopkins University. Eleven members of 
his family became doctors. 

While he was at AUB, the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America established the Haigazian College. The founding 
President was Rev. Dr. John Markarian, now 100 years old. In 
medical school, he recalled that his "good friends and classmates 
were Evangelicals" like Dr. Missak Abdulian, Dr. Sarkis Tilkian 
and Dr. Hrair Gulesserian and added that many of the AMAA 
sponsored and supported ministers came from Beirut’s Near East 
School of Theology. 

Drafted into the U.S. Army as a major, he put his medical 
education to good use during the Vietnam War, focusing on 
infectious diseases of the stomach and colon during his 
assignment at the Fort Knox, KY Army camp. Following one 
year in group practice in Munster, IN, Dr. Hovanessian went 
into private practice from 1970 to 2005. During this period, 
he and his family attended Sts. Joachim and Ann Apostolic 
Church. His immediate family includes art curator wife 
Victoria Shoghag (nee Varjabedian), a son, two daughters and 
seven grandchildren. 


Dr. Raffy Hovanessian 
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ATTACHMENT NEVER SEVERED 

"My attachment to the Evangelical church has never been 
severed," Dr. Hovanessian stated definitively. "As a Christian, 
I have been educated in its school system. Most of the students 
in Aleppo and Beirut who attended the Evangelical schools 
were not Evangelicals, and the schools survived because of the 
AMAA support. 

"I am an Armenian Christian who belongs to any Armenian 
church," he stated, revealing that his wife’s family from Marash 
included 23 archpriests. "However, I am a good Christian today 
because of the Evangelical education I received. They are for 
the service that Christ was speaking about," Dr. Hovanessian 
declared without hesitation. 

Dr. Hovanessian has been President of the Medical Staff at 
Mercy Hospital, of the Alpha Omega Honor Medical Society, 
and of the Asian American Medical Society. He has also served 
as Chairman of the Department of Medicine at both Mercy 
Hospital, and Methodist Hospital, and Chairman of Methodist 
Hospital’s Credentials Committee. 

In the Armenian community, he has been a Board member 
of the Armenian Assembly, the AGBU, and the American 
University of Armenia. He has served as a Vice Chair and 
Delegate to the Armenian National Assembly at Etchmiadzin for 
the election of the Catholica in 1995 and 1999, Vice Chair of the 
Diocesan Council, and member of the Knights of Vartan. 

In 2014, Dr. Hovanessian was honored as the Diocesan 
Armenian Church Member of the Year. In 2000, he received the 
Ellis Island Award, Etchmiadzin’s St. Gregory Medal in 1996, 
and Antelias’ Prince of Cilicia Medallion in 1983. 


AMAA MISSION COMES FROM THE BIBLE 

For both Drs. Nurhan 
and Celeste Telfeyan Hel- 
vacian, the message that the 
AMAA lives up to is the 
word of Christ, "to love and 
help one another." Dr. Nurhan 
grew up in the Holy Cross 
Armenian Apostolic Church 
in New York, and started at- 
tending the Armenian Pres- 
byterian Church in Paramus, 
NJ in 1992. In 2006, he start- 
ed serving as a Board mem- 
ber of the AMAA, and since 
2007 as the Treasurer of the 
Association. 

Dr. Celeste hails from 
the well-known and dedicated Telfeyan family. She was 
baptized by the much-admired and prolific writer of books Rev. 
Antranig Bedikian. Her great uncle and grandfather were two 
of the deeply involved founders and dedicated philanthropists of 
both the Telfeyan Evangelical Fund and of the AMAA. The goal 


Drs. Nurhan and Celeste Telfeyan 
Helvacian 


of the Telfeyan Evangelical Fund was initially to help young 
Armenian ministers. Much of the Telfeyan Fund donations, 
which allocate funds for various Armenian causes, go through 
the AMAA. She is currently a Board member of this Fund, and 
since 2010, Nurhan is also the Treasurer. 

Dr. Celeste’s grandmother was raised in a "very American 
Protestant church in a very Protestant American town" in 
Oklahoma. Celeste grew up in Manhasset, Long Island, NY and 
attended the local Congregational Church. 

Her father’s family came to America in the late 1800s from 
Kayseri, and went into the oriental rug importing and rug sale 
business. Her mother’s family emigrated in 1918 from Istanbul. 
She remembers that her maternal grandfather, whose family 
hailed from Kharpert, had a large scar on his neck. "During the 
Genocide, they tried to slit his throat, but he pretended to be dead 
so he would not be killed." 

Dr. Nurhan, who was born in Istanbul, and whose maternal 
grandmother from Kayseri died of disease in the Genocide, 
commented that since joining the Evangelical church, spiritually 
he feels "more gratified and fulfilled in my Christian faith. I see 
our people express our faith in action, and feel that I am serving 
the Lord." He said that the basic principles of the Protestants are 
following the Gospels with an emphasis on Christ’s message. 

Visiting Armenia twice, in 2008 and in 2014 for the dedication 
of the new Avedisian School, Dr. Celeste remarked, "everyone in 
Armenia looked like somebody I knew." Dr. Nurhan praised the 
AMAA programs and schools, day care centers, camps, and the 
AMAA medical mission trips to Armenia, which began in 2009. 

Drs. Nurhan and Celeste, who have two daughters and one 
grandson, said in unison, "the AMAA does wonderfully in its 
goals of promoting faith and doing benevolent works. We are 
both very proud to be part of this exemplary mission." 

Dr. Celeste Telfeyan Helvacian received a Doctor of 
Osteopathy from the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, and is an Anesthesiologist at The Valley Hospital in 
Ridgewood, NJ. She has previously been Assistant Professor 
of Anesthesiology at Mount Sinai Medical Center, and at the 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, and Director of Obstetric 
Anesthesiology at Weiler Hospital, and the Mount Sinai Services. 
Dr. Nurhan "Mike" Helvacian, a Ph.D. in Economics from City 
University, NY, currently is Adjunct Professor of Economics at 
the New Jersey Institute of Technology, and provides economic 
consulting and statistical data analysis services. He has directed 
research and economic programs at IBM, AT&T, NCCI, and 
the National Bureau of Economic Research and has written 
extensively in his specialized fields, and published in several 
professional booklets and journals. 

The AMAA Centennial Celebration Banquet, honoring 
benefactors Edward and Pamela Avedisian and Charles 
(posthumously) and Doreen Bilezikian, will take place on 
October 21, 2017 at the Glenpointe Marriott in Teaneck, NJ. 
For information about the Banquet, please call the AMAA 
Headquarters in Paramus, NJ at 201-265-2607 or email 
info@amaa.org. O 
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Armenia 


AMAA Executive Director/CEO Visits 
Armenia and Artsakh Republics 


In May 2017, AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian visited Armenia and Artsakh and 
held meetings with state officials, visited AMAA Centers and met with the staff and senior manag- 


ers of AMAA Armenia Headquarters. 


IN ARMENIA 

On May 20, Mr. and Mrs. Zaven Khanjian met with the Minister 
of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan. During their meeting, the issue 
of cooperation between the Diaspora and Armenia was discussed. 
They also noted the importance of cooperation between the AMAA 
and the Ministry and considered ways to expand it. The Minister 
commended AMAA’s role in the advancement of the spiritual and 
physical needs of the people in Armenia. 

On Sunday, May 21, Mr. and Mrs. Khanjian visited Etchmiadzin 
and joined His Holiness, Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II, 
attending the Sunday Mass. After the Mass, His Holiness received 
his guests at the Holy See of Etchmiadzin. During the meeting, 
issues of bilateral interest were touched upon. 

On May 25, Mr. Khanjian visited Gyumri and was updated 
on the construction of the AMAA Center. He reviewed the 
construction work with the contractor, as well as with AMAA 
Armenia’s Construction and Renovation Coordinator, and AMAA 
Gyumri Office Manager. Mr. Khanjian gave high marks on the 
quality construction and received assurances of the completion of 
the construction project on schedule. Mr. Khanjian expressed his 
gratitude to AMAA Board member Hratch Sarkis for his constant, 
hands on, supervision of the project in Gyumri. 

On the same day, May 25, Mr. Khanjian met in Yerevan with the 
Pastors of ECA, AMAA Armenia Office Managers and department 
heads. During the meetings, organizational issues were discussed. 
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Construction site - Gyumri AMAA Center. 


ide Wi! 
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School. 


Mr. Khanjian was updated on the various ministries. He reviewed 
AMAA’s expectations and shared his thoughts on how to improve 
quality of services and effectiveness of the use of funds. 

On May 26, Mr. Khanjian visited the AMAA House of Hope 
Center in Yerevan and learned about the Center’s ministries and 
future plans. On the same day, Mr. and Mrs. Khanjian, accompanied 
by Joseph and Joyce Stein, visited Avedisian School. Their visit 
coincided with the celebration of the most joyful, most exciting 
and anticipated "Last Bell" (Verchin Zang) of the School year. On 
this last day of classes, the students teared up as they reminisced 
about their 12 years at the Avedisian School. It was very moving 
to watch the students bid farewell to each other, the Principal and 
their teachers. 

On May 27, Mr. Khanjian attended the 26th Annual Meeting 
of the ‘Hayastan’ All-Armenia Fund chaired by the President Serge 


Sargsyan. 


IN ARTSAKH 

On May 22, Mr. Khanjian visited AMAA’s Camp Bedrosian 
in Shushi, Artsakh, where renovations and refurbishments are 
underway. The Camp is adding green spaces, opening new lanes, 
landscaping the playground and making renovations inside the 
buildings in preparation for the upcoming Camp season. After 
reviewing the renovation process, Mr. Khanjian visited AMAA’s 
Bilezikian Kindergarten where he met with Diana Danielyan, 
Director of the Kindergarten and the Senior Director of Shogh Day 
Care Center, housed in the Kindergarten. Mr. Khanjian reviewed 
the education and learning process at both the Kindergarten and the 
Day Care Center, praised the work and reiterated AMAA’s support 
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of continued improvements at the Kindergarten and Center to cope 
with the implemented programs. 

Mr. Khanjian next visited AMAA’s Stepanakert office as well as 
the Baghdikian Kindergarten next to the Center. At the Baghdikian 
Kindergarten, the children are nourished, educated, take naps in 
comfortable beds and have playtime in the adjacent playground. 

On May 23, Mr. Khanjian visited the Honorable Ashot 
Ghulyan, Speaker of Artsakh’s National Assembly. Mr. Ghulyan 
warmly welcomed the ED/CEO and highly commended the 
humanitarian mission the AMAA conducts in Artsakh. Mr. Khanjian 
expressed his delight witnessing the continuous developments in 
the economic and social life of the people of Artsakh. He confirmed 
AMAA’s commitment to continue its humanitarian projects in 
improved facilities and expanded services where needed. They 
also discussed the current situation on Artsakh’s eastern border 
and relations with the Diaspora. 


Baghdikian KG in Stepanakert, Artsakh. 


The Office of the NKR 
V.D. 


Zaven Khanjian and AMAA delegation meet with President of Artsakh 


Republic, Bako Sahakyan. 


On the same day, Mr. Khanjian met with Archbishop Barkev 
Martirosyan, Prelate of the Diocese of Artsakh. Mr. Khanjian 
thanked the Archbishop for his spiritual leadership of the people 
of Artsakh and expressed confidence in the strengthening of the 
continued cordial and brotherly relations between the Armenian 
Apostolic and Evangelical churches. 

In the evening, Mr. Khanjian, accompanied by AMAA 
representatives in Armenia and Artsakh, visited the President of 
Artsakh Republic, HE Bako Sahakyan. The President noted with 
satisfaction AMAA’s historic presence in Artsakh and the different 
educational, social, youth support and humanitarian aid programs 
that it implements. Mr. Khanjian reiterated AMAA’s commitment 
of continued and elevated support of the people of Artsakh through 
its various programs. O 


AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian 
Awarded Presidential ‘Medal of Gratitude’ in Armenia 


jon the occasion of Republic Day in Armenia, RA President 

Serzh Sargsyan awarded a group of individuals with the 
highest state awards and honorary titles for their contributions in 
the spheres of science, education, health, economy, arts and culture, 
sports, productive work and patriotism. 

For his contributions toward the strengthening of Armenia- 
Diaspora relations and preservation of the Armenian identity, AMAA 
Executive Director/CEO, Zaven Khanjian received the Medal of 
Gratitude. The Medal of Gratitude is awarded for state, economic, 
social, scientific-technical and public activities, as well as for major 
personal contribution, many years’ of devotion and fruitful activities 
aimed at promoting the spheres of health, education and culture. 

"On this momentous occasion, the 99th Anniversary of 
the first Republic of Armenia, the ultimate contentment of service 
lies in the well preservation of what has been earned through the 
sacrifice of our forebearers," said Mr. Khanjian. "I praise God for 
our Homeland as we continue to advance the spiritual and physical 
wellbeing of our people everywhere." 

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, AMAA President, extended 
congratulations on behalf of the Board of Directors: "We were 
delighted to hear that Mr. Serzh Sargsyan, President of the Republic 


D:::: a May 28th ceremony at the Presidential Palace, held 


of Armenia, has honored Zaven Khanjian, the Executive Director/ 
CEO of the AMAA by awarding him the ‘Medal of Appreciation.’ 
Mr. Khanjian has dedicated his life to the service of the Armenian 
people in the Homeland and the Diaspora and is clearly deserving 
of this honor. On behalf of the entire AMAA family I congratulate 
Mr. Khanjian on this wonderful occasion." 


lizabeth Agbabian, past Board member, Benefactor and 
Life Member of the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA), and a respected longtime activist in 
the Armenian Evangelical Community and the Armenian 
American Community at large, was recently awarded the Movses 
Khorenatsi Medal by Republic of Armenia’s President Serzh 
Sargsyan, on the 99th Anniversary of the First Republic. 

The President’s award decree reads: "Guided by the 2005 
amendments to Article 55, paragraph 16 of the Constitution of 
the Republic of Armenia, and based on the Law of the Republic 
of Armenia on state awards and honorary titles of the Republic, I 
have decided; On the occasion of the Day of the Republic, to award 
philanthropist Elizabeth Agbabian (USA) for her contribution to the 
preservation of the Armenian identity, with the Movses Khorenatsi 
Medal." May 17, 2017. 

The Movses Khorenatsi Medal is the Republic of Armenia’s 
highest cultural award. It is presented by the President to those who 
have significantly contributed to the advancement of Armenian 
culture in the spheres of culture, art, literature, education, social 
sciences and sports. 

Born in Beirut, Lebanon to Reverend Hovhannes and Aznive 
Apkarian, Elizabeth Apkarian Agbabian earned a B.A. degree in 
Social Work and worked as a trained social worker first in Cleveland, 
OH and then in Los Angeles, CA, where she has lived since her 
marriage to Dr. Mihran Agbabian in 1953. 

Elizabeth has been active at the United Armenian Congregational 
Church in Los Angeles and has served on the Boards of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America and the Armenian Evangelical 
Social Service Center. She was a founding Co-Chair of the AMAA’s 
Orphan and Child Care Committee, which was formed soon 
after the devastating December 7, 1988 earthquake in Armenia 
and has continued to serve on the Committee for over 28 years. 
She has visited Armenia frequently to view firsthand the living 
conditions of the children. Elizabeth was also a founding member 
of the Haigazian University Women’s Auxiliary and the Merdinian 
Armenian Evangelical School’s Women’s Auxiliary with the late 
Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian, then Executive Director of the AMAA, 
and Zaven Khanjian, then Chairman of the Merdinian Armenian 
Evangelical School. 

Elizabeth is also one of the co-founders of the Armenian 
International Women’s Association (AIWA-LA), a non-profit 
organization dedicated to promoting and enriching the lives of 
Armenian women worldwide. Along with her committee members, 
she was also supportive of many ground-breaking initiatives on the 
West coast including the opening of Armenia’s Consulate General 
in Los Angeles. With her husband Dr. Mihran Agbabian, founding 
President of the American University of Armenia, Elizabeth has 
played a critical role in establishing the University, a most renowned 
educational institution in Armenia. 


AMAA Life Member, Activist and Benefactor 
Elizabeth Agbabian Honored by the President of Armenia 
With Movses Khorenatsi Medal 


Elizabeth and Dr. Mihran Agbabian. 


Over the years, Elizabeth has earned many prestigious awards. 
They include the Humanitarian Award of Ararat Home of Los 
Angeles in 1994, a proclamation of Pontifical Blessings from His 
Holiness Karekin II in 2003, the Ellis Island Medal of Honor in 2006, 
a Medal from the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the Near East for her long standing educational services in 2008, 
the Gold Medal of the Ministry of the Diaspora of the Armenian 
Government in 2011, Distinguished Humanitarian Award from the 
Armenian Assembly of America in 2012 and Tributes from the 
AMAA Board in 1999, 2003 and 2016. 

"Volunteers and humanitarians do not help people for medals 
and decorations," said Mrs. Agbabian. "Our greatest reward is 
knowing that our efforts have helped the needy and the neglected 
children of Armenia. Important things are the small acts that make 
our world a better place. I am grateful to God for giving me this 
opportunity to serve my people through the AMAA. It was Armenia 
who called me to give to orphans and destitute children the gift of 
love, compassion and Christian service which I have received from 
my family and friends in my childhood and adult life. Our reward 
will be to see a new generation of youth coming out of despair to a 
productive and happy life." 

"The AMAA salutes Elizabeth Agbabian for this honor coming 
from the Homeland," said Zaven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO 
of the AMAA. "She has an indelible fountain of energy, love of the 
nation and a natural urge to help all anchored on her faith in God. On 
behalf of the larger family of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, we congratulate Elizabeth for the honor bestowed on 
her by President Sargsyan and thank her and Dr. Agbabian for all 
they do to support the Mission of the AMAA." O 
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n June 15, 2017, 37 members of the AMAA Medical 
Mission team left for a 10-day Medical Mission Trip to 
Armenia organized and led by Dr. Al and Sue Phillips. 
For 9 years in a row, the Phillips’ have led a group of 
mission minded individuals to the rural towns of Vanadzor and 
Stepanavan located in the Lori Valley, the epicenter of the 1988 
earthquake. The mission team this year consisted of 6 doctors, 
3 dentists, 2 pharmacists, 2 nurses and a support staff of willing 
workers. Ten translators from Armenia were also recruited to help 
the team. They were an integral part of the mission and many return 
to serve with the team each year. 

This year, the team wanted to increase its impact by having a 
portion of the team return early to Yerevan to see patients in the 
Aynilian clinic. They attended to many Syrian Armenian refugees 
and heard of the harrowing escapes and the struggles they had 
endured. 

The medical staff saw approximately 850 patients who were 
bused in from the local villages and the dentists treated 250 patients. 
Each patient first passed through the clinic to have his/her vital signs 
collected and urine testing completed. If necessary, an EKG was 
performed. From there, patients were interviewed by nurses and 
medical students in triage to collect a preliminary history. They 
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Dr. Albert Phillips consulting a patient. 


received health education from a nursing educator on diabetes, 
smoking cessation and nutrition. From the triage area, they were 
seen by the team of physicians, where they were examined and 
prayed for. Prescriptions were given for a variety of conditions, 
primarily hypertension, diabetes and heart disease. The patients 
were counseled on their medications by the pharmacists and given 
enough medications for one year. 

In between the morning and afternoon clinics, the patients were 
invited to church services where the Good News of Jesus Christ 
was shared by team members and the local church pastoral staff. 

The Mission Trip is a combination of work and fun. When 
not working in the clinic, the team tours important sites around 
Armenia. After working so closely together, the team becomes 
like a new family. The Phillips’ have committed to lead another 
mission next year, their 10th. The dates are 6/21/18 to 7/1/18. Ifyou 
have a desire to serve our brothers and sisters in Armenia or want 
more information, please go to the amaa.org website and look for 
the Armenia Medical Mission link under the projects tab. Medical 
and non-medical, Armenian or non-Armenian speaking volunteers 
are welcome to apply. 
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By Rev. Jeremy Tovmassian* 
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very summer, the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA) hosts a two-week Internship in 
Armenia for young men and women interested in the 
important work the AMAA is doing abroad. The aim 
of the Internship is three-fold: to encounter the impactful AMAA 
ministries up close and in-person, to discover our rich ancient 
Armenian heritage and to explore the exciting ways that God is at 
work and on the move in our Homeland of Armenia. 

My wife and I were blessed to organize and lead this year’s 
AMAA Internship to Armenia, July 17-31, alongside our dear co- 
leaders, Pastor Joe Garabedian and his wife, Lena Garabedian of 
the St. Nareg Armenian Church in Montebello, CA. 

Thirteen interns participated in the Internship Program this 
summer: Rita Safrian (Irvine, CA), George Safrian (Irvine, CA), 
Teresa Grain (Clermont, FL), Alec Garabedian (Pasadena, CA), 
Jason Garabedian (Pasadena, CA), Melani Salibian (Nanuet, NY), 
Jennifer Gambino (Old Tappan, NJ), Sevag Khanjian (Las Vegas, 
NV), Charlie Agajanian (San Marinoa, CA), Sona Borekjian 
(Wyckoff, NJ), Arman Gueyikian (Inverness, IL), Mark Buchakjian 
(Washington Township, NJ) and Sevag Yacoubian (Chicago, IL). 

Interns toured significant AMAA ministries such as the 
Avedisian School and the Shogh Day Center. They met with local 
church pastors and congregations supported by the AMAA through 


the network of the Evangelical Church of Armenia (ECA). They 
had the opportunity to spend two days working alongside leaders 
at Camp Shoghig in Hankavan, and they also made stops at key 
cultural sites to discover their rich, Armenian cultural roots. 

Along the way, each of the interns had the opportunity to 
record their thoughts and reflections on a blog set up by the AMAA. 
Samples of the Interns’ reflections are recorded below, but for a 
full read, I invite you to visit the blog online at https://amaainterns. 
wordpress.com. 

The churches we visited were beautifully made and had so much 
history and culture. It was amazing to know that with every candle 
that was lit, there was a personal prayer that went hand in hand with 
it. During the week, we also had the opportunity to visit children 
at the Shogh Center. This was a great experience, because not only 
did we learn about some of the activities at the facility, we also got 
to experience it first hand when we met some of the children. The 
children told us about some of their dreams and it was touching 
to see that though they endure so many struggles, they continue to 
be joyous and trust in God amidst hardship. Jason Garabedian 

Coming to Armenia with the AMAA was one of the best life 
experiences I have ever had. When I first stepped off the plane, I felt 
like I was home. I met a lot of new people and I loved connecting 
with the motherland [...] One of the most amazing moments of this 


The Interns at Camp Sheen Shoghig in Hankavan. 


The Interns visit Dzidzernagapert, the Genocide Monument. 
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trip was going to camp in Hankavan for two days! [The campers] 
were so glad that we came! When it was time for us all to go they 
were very sad but thankful that we spent time with them. It was an 
amazing experience. Sevag Yacoubian 

After stopping at Yeraploor we headed to Tsitsernanakaberd 
to see the Armenian Genocide Memorial in Yerevan. Visiting the 
Memorial was emotional and hard for most of us. Although I 
was familiar with what happened during the Genocide, it was a 
life-changing experience to be at the Memorial to honor those 
who passed. I could feel God’s presence as we walked through 
the museum reading the horrific summary of events. Although the 
Memorial was a place filled with anger and sadness, it was also a 
place that filled me with pride and perseverance. In those moments, I 
felt honored to be an Armenian and determined to keep my heritage 
and culture alive. Jen Gambino 

The second day we went and visited [The Avedisian School] 
a beautiful school that the AMAA built for kids in one of Yerevan’s 
poorest districts. After that we visited some of the children at the 
Shogh Day Care Center, where they help hundreds of kids who have 
various disabilities. Hearing about how poor most of the kids who 
attend the school were really touched me. And yet, when I saw the 
kids they seemed like they were full of joy and having the time of 
their lives! Spending time with the kids and playing with them was 
a life changing experience. It put a lot of my every day complaints 
and concerns into perspective. George Safrian & Sevag Khanjian 

Here in Armenia, everyone is so thankful for the little that they 
all have. They make the most of what they have, and are so generous. 
Iam constantly reminded of a verse in the book of Romans. Romans 
8:27 says, "And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose." It is evident that the people here who we have met love 
the Lord through it all. They radiate the joy and the love of God in 
a single conversation. The Armenians we met have so much hope 
that everything will be okay, and it is so encouraging to see. So far 
my favorite part of this whole journey has been being with the kids 
at Camp Hankavan. Sona Borekjian 

God does amazing things all around the world! It is so easy 
to get involved and lost in our own lives and forget what happens 
around the world, but God is at work everywhere. When arriving 
in Armenia my mindset was on what I could give to the Armenian 
people, but it didn’t occur to me what they could give to me. They 
showed me how small a blessing really can be and how a simple 
piece of bread can provide so much joy [...] The children at the 
Hankavan Camp are so loving and filled with joy for the Lord. 
Their faith is so strong and they are on fire for God. It was such an 
amazing experience watching the kids sing their hearts out to the 
songs and become so involved and anxious to answer questions 
during their Bible studies. Melani Salibian 

I am very thankful to God for giving me this opportunity to 
come and serve Him. This was a very emotional and unforgettable 
experience. This trip gave me the opportunity to explore the 
importance of what it means to be Armenian. I am very thankful to 
the AMAA for this journey. During my trip to Camp Hankavan, God 
opened my eyes and gave me the gift of being able to eat and connect 
with the children and leaders of the Camp. On the last night of our 
stay in Hankavan, we asked the volunteers at the Camp to meet with 
us and we gave them eacha present to encourage them. It was a great 
blessing for me. We laughed and cried tears of joy. Rita Safrian 
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Interns and campers at Camp Sheen Shoghig in Hankavan. 


To say this internship has had an impact on me would be an 
understatement. As we all pack up our belongings I can’t help 
reflecting on all that we’ve done. From seeing the monuments of 
our Motherland’ rich history to working with the children at Camp 
Hankavan, I truly feel more deeply connected with both my faith and 
the land from which my family has come. So much so that I plan on 
beginning to learn Armenian upon returning in hopes of one day 
returning to do more good for the less fortunate. Mark Buchakjian 

I am so grateful that I participated in the 2017 Summer 
Internship program to Armenia. It profoundly touched me spiritually. 
For me, the highlight of our trip was the work we got to do at the 
AMAA’s Camp in Hankavan. Although we spiritually prepared 
for our work there in both study and prayer, what I witnessed and 
experienced was life-changing [...] Although we may have been 
sent to spiritually serve them, they definitely spiritually fed us. 
Teresa Grain 

The success of these AMAA Summer Internships relies heavily 
on the support and insight from leadership at the AMAA Offices 
in both New Jersey and Armenia. Notes of thanks go to Zaven 
Khanjian, Harout Nercessian, Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepyan, Lillit 
Antonyan, Louisa Janbazian and Marie Viducich for their continued 
guidance and their willingness to make this program thrive for the 
benefit of young Armenians all over the Diaspora. We will continue 
to pray and anticipate God’s continued blessing on the work of the 
AMAA and the ECA. O 


* Rev. Jeremy Tovmassian is the Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Chicago, IL. 
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AMAA Benefactors Edward and Pamela Avedisian 
Visit AMAA Milk Fund Babies in Armenia 


By Jeanmarie Papelian, Esq. 


n June, longtime AMAA supporters Edward and Pamela 
Avedisian visited some families who have benefited from the 
Armenian Children’s Milk Fund. Established in 1989 by a 
group of volunteers in the Boston area, the Milk Fund provides 
the most vulnerable citizens of Armenia with a healthy start in life. 

Pamela Avedisian along with an AMAA social worker visited 
the home of a ten-month-old boy with a bone disorder. The mother’s 
fiancé disappeared during her pregnancy, and has provided no 
financial support. The mother and baby live in Yerevan in a small 
dilapidated house with six family members. The mother cannot work 
because the baby’s disabilities require constant care, including trips 
to the doctor and therapy. He is a happy baby despite his challenges, 
and his mother is grateful for the support from the AMAA. She is 
burdened with medical bills, but she does not have to worry about 
paying for formula. 

The Avedisians also met several Milk Fund families at the 
Aynilian Clinic, including three generations from a Yezidi family. 
The child was having gastrointestinal problems and his doctor 
recommended they try feeding him formula. Because they couldn’t 
afford to purchase formula, the doctor’s office referred them to the 
AMAA which was happy to help, and now the baby is thriving. 

The Avedisians also met the twins, Martin and Mark, whose 
mother died in childbirth. Their father was badly injured serving in 


Artsakh and uses a wheelchair. Fortunately, the twins’ grandmother 
and aunt are available to help him raise the boys, and the AMAA 
stepped in to provide formula free of charge. They are well-loved 
and thriving, and enjoyed a nice chat with Mr. Avedisian at the 
Aynilian Clinic. 

These are just a few of the approximately 500 infants who are 
helped by the Milk Fund every year in Armenia and Artsakh thanks 
to the support of our generous donors. O) 


Please support and enable the Armenian Children's 
Milk Fund to continue making a difference in the lives of 
Armenia’s most vulnerable citizens. A gift of $20 will feed 
one child for one month $240 will feed one child for one 
year. To make a donation you may call the AMAA Office 
at 201.265.2607 or visit the AMAA's website to make a 
donation online www.amaa.org 
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Building Bridges Between Students 
in Armenia and the Diaspora 


By Jeanmarie Papelian, Esq. 


n May 31, students from the fifth-grade class at St. 

Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School in Watertown, 

MA, visited the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian 

School and Community Center in Yerevan. They were 
excited to meet their pen pals from teacher Christine Gevorgyan’s 
sixth-grade science class. The students had "met" via Skype and 
email before the visit, and were prepared with gifts for their new 
friends. 

Both groups of students had been learning about Armenia’s 
environment with Armenia Tree Project, through its award-winning 
Building Bridges program. After a tour of the Avedisian School 
and an environmental education lesson, the two groups traveled 
to ATP’s nursery in Karin village, where the new friends planted 
trees together. 

Everyone enjoyed the day. Sarah and Michelle Joubanian 
from St. Stephen’s reported, "We had lots of fun planting with our 
pen pals!" And Avedisian School Principal Melanya Geghamyan 
has been fielding requests from her students to ask whether the 
kids from Watertown can visit their homes in Yerevan next time. 

Armenia Tree Project has been greening Armenia since 
1994, planting over 5 million trees throughout Armenia and Art- 
sakh. Its Building Bridges program connects Diaspora students with 
Armenia’s rich natural heritage through multimedia education and 
planting trees with their peers in Armenia. The Avedisian School 
has been an excellent partner in ATP’s environmental education 
programs, incorporating ATP’s curriculum in middle school science 
classes and teaching students at all levels to recycle paper, make 
compost, and conserve water. 

ATP’s environmental education program has also visited 
AMAA’s Bedrosian Camp in Shushi, Sheen Shoghig Camp in Han- 


kavan, and Shogh Center in Vanadzor. In the United States, ATP’s 
Building Bridges program operates in over 60 schools. 0 


Edward Avedisian Receives Inaugural AUA Presidential Commendation Award 


his year’s Commencement ceremonies celebrated 

a number of firsts for the American University 

of Armenia (AUA), including the inaugural AUA 

Presidential Commendation Award, bestowed to 
Edward Avedisian, long-time AMAA Board member and major 
Benefactor. 

The Award was given to the AUA Trustee and major 
Benefactor of the University "In recognition of extraordinary 
achievements and distinguished service in the advancement of 
education in Armenia," as stated on the Commendation. 

Addressing the graduates Mr. Avedisian said: "| was fortunate 
to get through school on anumber of scholarships. But that is 
avery small accomplishment when | think of what | can do for 
others, and | encourage all of you to do the same." 

The AMAA congratulates Mr. Avedisian on this prestigious 
honor. 


le 
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Lebanon 


AMAA Executive Director/CEO's Report 


From Lebanon 


The following is a report of Zaven Khanjian’s trip to Lebanon this summer to attend meetings 
for the Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East and Haigazian University. 


UAECNE 

The annual Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) Near East Committee and Haigazian University (HU) 
Trustee mission to Lebanon took place in late May and early June 
2017. The joint Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches of the 
Near East (UAECNE) and AMAA Near East Committee met on May 
31 at the Union Headquarters in Ashrafieh led by Co-Chair Berjouhi 
Gulesserian. Committee and Board members: Dr. Hrag Marganian, 
Herair Mouradian, Joseph Stein, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian and Dr. 
Steven Aharonian were also present. Co-Chair Louis Kurkjian, the 
architect of modern day relationship with the Near East, was unable 
to join and was sincerely missed. 

The Union leadership represented by most Central Committee 
members made a well-prepared power point presentation of the 
situation in and status and conditions of our churches in the region 
and of the programs and services rendered. 

The 2017-2018 AMAA Near East budget was reviewed and 
deliberated at the meeting and certain recommendations were made. 
The one-day meeting seemed too short for a meaningful study and 
understanding and should be extended by an additional day. 


Haigazian University 

The HU Finance Committee and Board of Trustees meetings 
were held on the University Campus, June 1-3, 2017. The 
financial and academic state of the University was under scrutiny 
and discussion. Thanks to the efforts of President Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, HU enjoys an esteemed reputation in the country and 
the community. It continues to be a beacon of enlightenment in 
the midst of chaos, turmoil and uncertainty blanketing the region 
and of hope for hundreds of students eager to learn and benefit the 
societies that engulf their lives. 


Haigazian University Board of Trustees. 


The AMAA leadership, in concert with the HU Board of 
Trustees, is working closely with the University President to sustain 
the academic and financial health of the University facing all sorts 
of challenges head on. That includes a meaningful increase in the 
Endowment supporting the University budget, which is part of the 
AMAA’s Centennial Campaign. 


Lebanon Schools 

The Achilles’ heel of UAECNE’s woes remains to be our 
educational institutions. 

A combination of factors extending from poor socio-economic 
conditions, reduced enrollment, and retroactive government imposed 
salary increases and allowances and indemnity payments have 
tremendously weighed on the budgets of our educational institutions. 

Considering the geopolitical situation in the country and the 
region and its impact on society, new strategies should be developed 
to sustain our educational institutions in one of the last most 
important Diaspora communities in the Near East. 

On June 4, 2017, the only Sunday I spent in Lebanon, I 
worshiped and shared God’s Word at the Nor Marash Armenian 
Evangelical Church and paid a special visit to the School on 
Monday, June 5. 


Catholicos of the See of Cilicia 

Pursuant to a previous appointment, Mr. & Mrs. Khanjian paid 
a special visit to Catholicos of the great house of Cilicia, Aram I, 
at the Catholicosate summer retreat in Bikfaya on Tuesday, June 
6. The two-hour visit, which covered a long range of topics from 
intercommunal relationships, the situation in neighboring Syria, the 
Artsakh conflict and the challenges in the Homeland, was conducted 
in a spirit of Christian comradery.U 


Ape 


AMAA Near East Committee and UAECNE Representatives. 
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By Rev. Paul Haidostian, Ph.D. 
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Ihe 71 Annual Assembly of the Union of the Armenian 

Evangelical Churches in the Near East (UAECNE) took 

place in the KCHAG Conference Center near Beirut, 

Lebanon, from July 2-5, 2017 in the presence of forty 
pastors and lay delegates from churches in Lebanon, Syria, Greece, 
Iran and Australia. 

The general theme was "Reformed, to Reform," and the daily 
morning sermons focused on the various aspects of the reformation 
of the church, as delivered by the Rev. René Léonian, and followed 
by lively discussion. 

During the opening service, the UAECNE President, Rev. 
Megrditch Karagoezian delivered the sermon that focused on 
the relevant message of Luke 1:17: "And he will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." Badveli 
Jirayr Ghazarian, Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical churches in 
the Kessab region, led the service. 

Words of greeting were presented to the attendees by the 
General Secretary of the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon, the representative of the German Hilfsbund Mission, an 
Executive Committee member of the ACOF, and the representative 
of Global Ministries (UCC & Disciples). Letters of greeting were 
read on behalf of partner churches and organizations, including 
the WCRC, ACOF, HEKS, AEUNA, AMAA, and the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council. 

During the three days of meetings, reports from the VAECNE 
President, the Central Committee, and various churches and orga- 


nizations were presented and discussed at length. The blessings of 
the Lord were enumerated and the painful challenges of many of 
our communities and churches were discussed with prayer. The 
problems of resources, human and financial, were reiterated and 
the support of many partners and the dedication of many servants 
and faithful members of the churches were celebrated, while the 
social and educational ministries of the UAECNE received special 
attention. 

Among the decisions made were the renewal of the term of 
the UAECNE President until July 1, 2021 and the election of new 
members of the Central Committee. The Emmanuel Church of 
Tehran was voted as an associate member for a probationary period 
of three years, with the hope of starting the process of accepting it as 
a full member. Constitutional and pastoral matters were discussed 
and decisions were made. 

The Assembly listened closely to the panel discussion led by 
the Campus Minister of Haigazian University, Rev. Wilbert Van 
Saane, and four students who had recently taken part in a special 
educational pilgrimage to Germany in celebration of 500 years of 
the Protestant Reformation. 

The daily worship and prayer services of the Assembly were led 
by Seta Karagoezian, Maral Haidostian, Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian, 
Sona Keoshgerian, and Rev. Vazrig Safarian. The musical accom- 
paniment was provided by Yester Kilaghbian. 

The closing communion service was led by Badveli Si- 
mon Der-Sahagian, the sermon was delivered by Rev. Vicken 
Cholakian and the Holy Communion was administered by Rev. 
Soghomon Kilaghbian. O 
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AMAA oma Director/ CEO Zaven Khantia n's Messag: 


at the 120th Anniversary Banquet of the Armenian Evangelical Chureh 
of New York Held on June 10 


Dear Friends of the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of New York, 


Greetings from the larger family of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America extended over the five 
continents and from our President, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian. 
We are here today for a joyous occasion and a celebration. 
A celebration that marks the 120" Anniversary of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of New York. 

What is an anniversary one would ask? 

An anniversary is a cause for celebration of a milestone 
in life, in this case in the life of a church that serves several 
purposes. 
et affirms and reaffirms the joy and satisfaction of a 

continued existence. The Celebrator feels good about 

its existence and realizes that it exists and is mandated 
to serve a purpose. 

e The celebration is an occasion for others to feel good 
about the existence of the Celebrator. They express 
their happiness, joy and satisfaction about it and affirm 
that it means a lot to them. 

e Finally, for both parties above, it is a moment of cheerful 
introspective meditation to evaluate the mission and 
reason d’etre of existence. 

For a church to serve and celebrate 120 years of 
existence there ought to be a few good reasons. 


THE CHURCH IS IN THE RIGHT PLACE 

Yes, | am talking about Geography. | just returned from 
a trip to Armenia and Lebanon. We are all aware of one of 
the most incredible historical attractions in both current day 
and Historic Armenia. That of churches and monasteries 
built on the top of mountains and hills that lie in ruins and 
serve as great touristic and architectural attractions. Once 
upon a time, they were built on high ground to escape 
persecution and aggression. For today’s worshiper, they 
are in the wrong place. 

History tells us that long before the Genocide and as 
a consequence of the 1894 and even earlier massacres, 
many Armenians fleeing oppression and persecution in the 
Ottoman Empire answered the welcoming and illuminating 
call of the Statue of Liberty. They arrived in the United States 
of America through its welcoming gateway, New York. They 
were among millions of immigrants who passed through Ellis 
Island between 1892 to 1954 seeking freedom and liberty. 


The City of New York became the first harbor for 
thousands of immigrants to settle and, as we read on 
the website of the AECNY, the Church of New York 
became "the oldest Armenian institution in the New York 
Metropolitan area. It emerged from the need to unite the 
Armenian immigrants who were looking to worship without 
fear of persecution for their beliefs." 

Times have changed. Immigrants no more and not 
necessarily arrive in New York. For long though, New 
York has taken on another role in the nation. It is the 
place where young college graduate talents are seeking 
career opportunities and gaining valuable experience 
in life and business. Hundreds of Armenian youth are 
among them. 

Over the life of the Church, whether for the immigrants 
seeking shelter and freedom or for the more current destina- 
tion of young talents seeking to pursue and develop profes- 
sional careers, New York is the right place for the Church. 


THE RIGHT PEOPLE ARE IN THE CHURCH 
Stones and brick do not make a church. An active 

church is a reflection of life where faith is exercised, souls 

are nourished and the vision is always kept ablaze. 
There is no doubt that the AECNY has had turbulent 

junctures in its 120-year journey and has faced many 

challenges. However, with the love and grace of God, 

strong will and determination of its successive lay and 

spiritual leadership, it has survived the tests of time. 
Today, as we celebrate this landmark anniversary, we 

praise God for many people including: 

e the faith of torch bearers, Rev. Nergararian and Rev. 
Khazoyan 

e the brilliance of a superb Armenian community 
leader, scholar, historian, editor, longest serving 
minister at the Church, prolific writer, AMAA founder 
and executive, Rev. Antranig Arakel Bedikian 

e the generous philanthropy of the Telfeyan family 

e the wisdom and spiritual leadership of Rev. Peter 
Doghramji 

e the dedication and loyalty of Hilda Melconian and 
other unnamed heroes 

e the tireless energy of Trustee Chair Mossig 
Makhoulian 

e the spirituality and remarkable humor of a relentless 
‘Kharpertsi,’ Peter Kougasian 
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e the commitment, talent and energy of a Telfeyan 
descendent, Jennifer La Roe 

e the many faithful ministers linking the chain of 
spiritual leadership 

e the multitude of lay leaders faithfully serving God 
yesterday and today 

e and, last but not least, the dynamism and energy of 
the young, dedicated and talented servant of God, 
Rev. Haig Kherlopian. 
Praise God, for 120 years, the RIGHT PEOPLE 

HAVE BEEN IN THE CHURCH. 


THE CHURCH AND THE PEOPLE SHARE THE RIGHT 
VISION AND MISSION 

We would not have been here if ‘the Church in the 
right place’ with ‘the right people in the Church’ had not 
‘shared the right vision and hand in hand led the right 
mission.’ 


The church of Jesus Christ is called upon to carry on 
the Great Commission and preach the Word of God and 
the Good News of Salvation to all humanity. 

Borrowing from the Church website, the ‘AECNY is 
rooted in the ancient Christian heritage of the Armenian 
people, which enriches understanding of what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus Christ in belief and practice.’ 

In a harmonious effort and hand in hand, the Church 
and its people have been loyally and faithfully on the 
right track following the teachings of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. It is a pleasant reality to remember that the 
AMAA throughout its history has closely intertwined with 
the AECNY. That legacy spiritually continues today and if 
you ever one day hear about a ghost roaming 152 E. 34" 
Street, New York, New York don't panic, as it is the soul of 
the AMAA that resides in there. 

A pleasant, blessed, and successful journey to the 
Church and the People of the AECNY in the service of God.) 


Armenian Evangelical Church of New York Holds Anniversary Banquet 
Celebrates 120 Years of Worshipping Together 


the oldest Armenian Church in the New York metro area, 

celebrated its 120th Anniversary June 10, highlighting 
a yearlong celebration that began in September 2016. The 
Anniversary theme was Celebrating our Roots, Growing 
Branches, and Bearing Fruit for the Kingdom, and centered on 
the words of Jesus Christ. 

Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar General of the Eastern 
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church of America, Rev. Craig 
Simonian, Pastor of the Vineyard Community Church, Mher 
Margaryan, Deputy Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia, and 
Rev. Jerair Bizdikian, guest Minister of the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Paramus, NJ and guests joined the congregation for 
this special celebration. The distinguished speakers were Zaven 


T he Armenian Evangelical Church of New York (AECNY), 


Benediction with Rev. Craig Simonian, Rev. Jerair Bizdikian, Rev. 
Haig Kherlopian, His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, and 
Rev. Berdj Djambazian. 


Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO; Rev. Berdj Djambazian, 
Minister to the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America; 
and Donald Wilson Bush, President of Woodrow Wilson Legacy 
Foundation. Pastor Rev. Haig Kherlopian shared his 3-Point Vision 
for the Church. Artists Milena Nalbandian, the Zulal Acapella Trio, 
and from the AECNY Jon Brothers, with Christina and Aaron 
Santana-Smith enriched the program. 

Head of Trustees Mossig Makhoulian and Master of 
Ceremonies Paul Kayaian paid tribute to the faithful servants of 
the AECNY. 

We praise God for the 120 years of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of New York, and pray for its continuing mission 
and work. U 
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Ordination and Installation of Rev. Joseph Garabedian 
As Pastor of First Armenian Church, Belmont, MA 


n Sunday, June 11, the congregation of the First 

Armenian Church of Belmont, MA along with clergy, 

dignitaries, and sister church representatives gathered 

for the ordination of Rev. Joseph Garabedian into 
Christian ministry and his installation as the Minister of the Church. 
Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Minister to the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America (AEUNA), led the Ordination Service 
with participation from AEUNA ministers and a representative of 
the United Church of Christ. 

Church Co-Moderator Jeffrey Dulgarian welcomed the guests 
and Rev. Dr. Shoushan Salibian made the Call to Worship with 
readings from Psalms and a praise in unison. Rev. Wendy Vander 
Hart of the United Church of Christ brought congratulatory 
greetings. Letters from AEUNA Moderator Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian 
and AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian were read. 

Nancy Tutunjian Berger, accompanied by Musical Director 
Levon Hovsepian, presented a moving solo of "I Surrender All." 
The congregation sang hymns and enthusiastically voiced their 
support for the candidate. 

AEUNA Vice Moderator Rev. Dr. Avedis Boynerian, Senior 
Pastor, Armenian Memorial Church, Watertown, MA, delivered the 
sermon and charge in Armenian. Rev. Dr. Ara Heghinian delivered 
the sermon and charge in English, warmly recalling his days at the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church, Paramus, NJ where he first met 
Joe Garabedian. 


After the Ordination Ceremony, Rev. Djambazian and 
the clergy proffered the right hand of fellowship to the newly 
ordained minister. The service concluded with a Benediction by 
Rev. Joseph Garabedian. O 


Visit with Dr. Jack and 
Anitra Sheen 


AMAA West Coast Executive Director Levon 
Filian and Dr. Liliana Filian enjoyed a delightful 
Santa Barbara, CA reunion with Dr. Jack and 
Anitra Sheen and Joe and Joyce Stein. 


The AMAA is grateful to both of these families 
| for supporting our missions and ministries around 
the world for more than half a century. 


L to R: Joe and Joyce Stein, Dr. Jack and Anitra Sheen and 
Levon and Dr. Liliana Filian. 
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rom June 6-10, 2017, an annual 

conference for pastors and min- 

isters of the Union of Armenian 

Evangelical Churches of Eurasia 
was held in Sochi, Russia. 

Pastors and ministers from Russia, 
France, Georgia and Abkhazia took part 
in the conference where vital issues and 
topics of interest were raised. Topics such 
as "The Church in Modern Realities," 
"Church Evangelism," "the Holiness of 
the Church and the Servants," and "Crea- 
tion of the Church" were presented and 
discussed. 

On each topic, one of the pastors 
made a report and raised questions and 
solutions to the above topics. In addi- 
tion, President of the Union of Armenian k 
Evangelical Churches of Eurasia Rev. 
Dr. René Léonian conducted a review of 
the history of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church. Following the report, the block 
chairman held a discussion on a given 
topic which helped the pastors delve into the topic and take part in 
the discussion. 

Another important block at the conference was the presenta- 
tion to the pastors of information about their services with photo 
presentations. This gave all present a picture of how the Lord acts 


Worship Service. 


Some members of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Sochi, Russia, after Sunday morning 


in various regions of the Union. It is important to note that the spirit 
of love and unity, the spirit of fraternal communication and the 
sharing of experience of service in different regions of the Union 
were present at the conference. 

At the end of the conference, everyone received Holy Com- 
munion, which once again emphasized unity in Christ Jesus. 
The last day was also significant because pastors and ministers 
participated in the Divine Service of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church in the city of Sochi, and had the opportunity to worship 
God together. 

All pastors and ministers returned to their cities and countries 
to continue the work of the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Next year, the Union plans to organize a conference where 
all ministers will be able to receive renewal and with fresh strength 
continue the work of God, for His glory and for the building up of 
the Church of Christ. 

Currently in Eurasia there are eight Armenian Evangelical 
churches and one Fellowship. Georgia having large numbers of 
native Armenians has six churches - one is Tbilisi, three in Akhal- 
kalak, one is Akhaltske and one is Sochumi. In Russia there are two 
Armenian Evangelical churches - one is Moscow, one in Sochi and 
a Fellowship in Armavir. 


Some of the pastors and leaders of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of Russia and Georgia participate in the Seminar. 


The Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches of Eurasia 
is one of AMAA's mission fields. O 
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An Enchanted Summer Evening Supports 
Haigazian University and Celebrates 
100" 


Rev. Dr. John Markarian’s 


By Gilda Buchakjian (Kupelian) 


n the occasion of the upcoming Centennial of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), a splendid program organized by the 
Development Committee of Haigazian University 
(HU) of Beirut was a fitting occasion to celebrate the centenary 
of Rev. Dr. John Markarian, the Founding President of the 
University. The elegant gala, attended by alumni and supporters of 
the University, was graciously hosted on Saturday, July 22, 2017 
at the residence of alumnus Andreas Roubian in Saddle River, NJ. 

Describing the only Armenian university in the Diaspora as 
the "jewel" of the Middle East, the Master of Ceremonies, alumnus 
Serge Buchakjian spoke of the culture of "academic excellence 
inspired by our heritage" that HU has fostered over the years. The 
unwritten mission of the institution, as the MC deftly qualified, was 
being a "bridge linking students of diverse backgrounds, a beacon 
of hope and peace, reflecting the cosmopolitan pluralistic society 
where it is located." Poignant testimonials from HU graduates 
spoke volumes about the significance of this unique institution of 
higher learning. 

The opening prayer was delivered by the West Coast Executive 
Director of the AMAA Levon Filian. As he described how a painting 
differs from a masterpiece, Mr. Filian drew from the Biblical 
narrative, and likened the attendees to masterpieces in the image 
of the Creator. 

Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA Zaven Khanjian spoke 
of the achievements of the AMAA in the Diaspora and in Armenia, 
and Haigazian University as "the product of vision, and sacrifice" 
which inspired the present. And looking into the impending future, 
Khanjian said, "those who make up the AMAA with their talents, 
resources and contributions will guarantee the future." 

On this most auspicious occasion, Mr. Khanjian presented a 
special congratulatory letter to Rev. Dr. Markarian from HH Aram 
I, Catholicos of Cilicia, Catholicos of Cilicia, a former student of 
Rev. Dr. Markarian's at the Near East School of Theology in Beirut 
during the latter's tenure in the early 1970s. 

Joyce Stein, the daughter of Stephen Philibosian who was 
one of the visionary founders of HU, a member of the Board 
of the AMAA and of the HU Trustees and herself a loyal and 
unwavering supporter of the University, introduced the honoree 
Rev. Dr. John Markarian. Mrs. Stein recounted how her father and 
Steven Mehakian approached John Markarian, then a member of 
the faculty at Lafayette College, with the proposal to "change the 
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L to R: Rev. Dr. John Markarian, Inge Markarian and 
Andreas Roubian. 


face of education in the Middle East." Rev. Dr. Markarian, "the very 
fitting, unflappable, intrepid academic, with a sense of humor" took 
on the challenge thus launching HU. He created an environment 
for academic excellence, which continues to this day under the 
capable presidency of Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian. She then awarded 
the honoree a rare photo representing his early years in Beirut. 
Prior to the heartwarming celebration of his 100th birthday with 
cakes and communal wishes, Rev. Dr. Markarian thanked all those 
instrumental in the success of HU. And in characteristic humility, he 
said that his work has "been a privilege rather than a chore." He highly 
praised the current administration at HU under the leadership of Rev. 
Dr. Haidostian. He credited his family for joining him on his initial 
venture in Beirut, and his wife Inge for his youthful life. With his 
unique sense of humor, he imparted a gem of wisdom about longevity 
that centered on posnology, "the science and the art of joyful living." 
The museum-like residence of host Andreas Roubian, a 
connoisseur and expert of Aivazovsky, was replete with a myriad 
paintings by Ivan Aivazovsky, an impressive representation of 
Russian and Napoleonic art. Roubian has spent his entire life 
researching and collecting Aivazovsky's paintings, and his collection 
is considered by some the world's most important outside of Russia. 
Sotheby's Chairman, Americas, and Senior Auctioneer, 
Benjamin Doller, a senior expert in 19th century European Art, 
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focused on Aivazovsky's legacy and how Andy Warhol was 
mesmerized with Aivazovsky's art. Mr. Doller, who is also involved 
in charitable causes to benefit education, expressed his appreciation 
for Roubian's involvement in philanthropy, and credited the host 
with being a true collector, acquiring art because he primarily loved 
and appreciated its beauty. 

Dr. Ani Darakjian, dedicated Chairperson of the Haigazian 
University Board of Trustees, and granddaughter of Rev. Dikran 
Antreassian, Chair of the Musa Dagh Defense Council during the 
Armenian Genocide (the real-life clergyman portrayed in the film 
"The Promise"), congratulated Rev. Dr. Markarian for his two tenures 
as the proficient President of the University. She commended the 
academic contribution of the University to all learners of the region, 
and especially for "providing a chance to those who cannot afford it." 

Current HU President, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, forwarded his 7 ‘ \ 
heartfelt appreciation and congratulations to Rev. Dr. Markarian for ™ ; EN 


his pioneering role and innovative work, and to the AMAA for its to R: Andreas Roubian, Priya Katra, Rev. Dr. John and Inge 
momentous and far-reaching accomplishments. Markarian, Serge Buchakjian, Drs. Ani and Nazareth Darakjian. 


A welcome surprise announcement was the generous 
contribution of Tina and David Segel to underwrite the cost of 
updating the HU website. 

The enchanting musical interlude, interspersed with enthusiastic 
applause, was provided by the talented soloist Liliana Natalie 
Buickians, and pianist Kurt Eric Galvan who played expertly on 
a 19th century Steinway. The well-selected repertoire, included 
renditions by Italian and French composers, and culminated in much 
appreciated Armenian songs by Gomidas. 

Warm words of appreciation were addressed to the guests 
and supporters of Haigazian University, to the Co-Chairs of the 
HU Development Committee Serge Buchakjian and Tina Segel, 
to the hosts Andreas and Priya for their superb hospitality and 
home-prepared delectable buffet, to the AMAA leadership, Dr. 
Nazareth Darakjian, and the AMAA staff, to all the speakers, to 
Anita Buchakjian for her indispensable assistance at the gala, and 
to Dro Abrahamian and Maria Bakalian at HU for their support, and 
to Rev. Dr. Haidostian for his remarkable work at HU. 

To conclude in the words of Serge Buchakjian, "after 62 years 
of existence, resilience, and excellence," the hope is to continue to 
support Haigazian University. The quote from Winston Churchill 
sums it all: "we make a living by what we get, but we make a life Anita Buchakjian helps Rev. Dr. John Markarian cut his 100" 
by what we give." Q Birthday Cake. 


Photo Brings Back Memories 


MAA News recently received a note from a reader, Louise 
A ecsnesen Glenning, regarding the photo of Evangelical 
astors and Leaders that we used on the back cover of the 
Jan/Feb/March 2017 issue. Louise was able to identify her maternal 
great-grandfathers Benjamin Janjigian (far left, bottom row, dark suit) 
and Rev. Vahan Tamzarian (third from right, bottom row, hat in hand) 
in the photo, which was taken in Boston in 1908. Her grandparents 
Shavarsh Janjigian and Louise Tamzarian, the children of these two 
leaders, were married in 1917. Our reader Louise was pleased to 
know that these two men were involved together in leadership roles. 
Thank you, Louise! 
If you are able to help us identify others in this historic photo (or other 
historic photos), please send us an email at amaanews@amaa.org with 
the names and location of the other men in the photo. 


Campaigning for the Second Century 
AMAA Campaign Holds Regional Receptions 


he AMAA Campaign Faithful to Our Legacy... 

Embracing the Future has raised $5.4 million of 

its $20 million goal since the Campaign officially 

launched October 8, 2016. The priorities of 

this Campaign remain funding major capital 
improvements, establishment of endowment funds and support 
to the annual operating budget. The AMAA adopted a strategy 
to reach members and friends, coast-to-coast, via Campaign 
receptions with the help of regional hosts. 

Pennsylvania was first on the list with an event hosted by Dr. 
Eileen Chopourian Stephey, Thomas Momjian and Karen Bogosian, 
on February 4 at the Villanova Golf Club in Villanova, PA. This 
initial event was a wonderful gathering of old friends and new. 

April saw two events, one hosted by Hratch and Helga Sarkis 
at their home in Los Angeles on April 14 and the other hosted by 
Sebouh and Sara Gueyikian at their home in the Chicago area of 
Inverness, IL on April 29. 

On May 6, Dr. Hrag Marganian hosted a wonderful outdoor 
reception in Fullerton, CA; May 13, John and Michele Simourian 
hosted a beautiful and intimate dinner reception at their home in 
the Boston area; on June 24, Antonio and Carol Bezirganian Perez 
hosted a lovely reception at their home and most recently, on July 
22, Andreas Roubian opened his home to an enchanted summer 
reception which featured Mr. Roubian’s splendid collection of 
artwork by the renowned painter Ivan Aivazovsky. 

In addition to raising support for the Centennial Campaign, the 
intent of these receptions is to connect members and friends with 
AMAA leadership and to celebrate AMAA’s impact on people we 
serve. Part fundraising and part friendraising, each reception has 
held individual and unique local touches. 

AMAA leadership is excited about the progress thus far. They 
will continue to travel in the months ahead to meet members and 
friends and find new ways to raise funds to meet the Centennial 
Campaign’s goal of $20 million. The April 14 event hosted by the 
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At Villanova Golf Club, Villanova, PA. 


At Hratch and Helga Sarkis' residence in Los Angeles, CA. Hratch 
Sarkis pictured on the left. 
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At Hratch and Helga Sarkis' residence. AMAA President Dr. 
Nazareth Darakjian highlights the Campaign's goals. 
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At Hratch and Helga Sarkis' residence. Standing L to R: Charles 
Ghailian and Helga Sarkis. Seated L to R. Julia Ghailian, Dr. 


Mihran and Elizabeth Agbabian. 
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Sarkis’ singlehandedly raised over $400,000. As AMAA Executive 
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian stated "AMAA’s Centennial 
Campaign embodies vehicles, endorses missions, empowers 
imagination, encourages ‘homecoming’ and enables potential 
moves against the tide. The AMAA’s Centennial Campaign does 
not build empires or raise monuments. It builds and re-builds lives 
and resurrects hope." 

We encourage full participation from AMAA members and 
look forward to building new relationships with friends within and 
outside the Armenian communities. O 


At Dr. Sebouh and Sara Gueyikian's residence in Greater Chicago 


Sa area. Lto R: Dr. and Mrs. Sebouh Gueyikian & Sona and Zaven 


Khanjian. 


A . aeoe3 f 
At Drs. Antonio and Carol Bezirganian Perez's residence in At John and Michele Simourian's residence in Greater Boston 
Greater Washington, DC area. area, MA. 


me @ ; “S 
Upcoming AMAA Centennial Celebrations 


snes 


if East Coast, USA October 21, 2017 sy a 
: 3a 


4 wy Toronto, ON, Canada May 19, 2018 
Sydney, Australia March 15-18, 2018 ‘ 
Beirut, Lebanon June 2-3, 2018 
Paris, France June 9-10, 2018 
Montreal, QC, Canada TBA 
All Armenian Evangelical Youth Conference in Armenia August 2-16, 2018 
Yerevan, Armenia September 14-16, 2018 


West Coast, USA October 20, 2018 
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With the support of our generous me 
AMAA provides educational opportuni 
young men and women. It is vital that fa 
are maintained at high standards to 
mission and keep these schools as affordable 
do so, part of the Centennial Campaign’s foct 
the endowment funds for our schools around 
with a bold $8 million goal; with $1 million desig 
the new ‘Armenian Evangelical Schools in North / 
Endowment Fund.’ Maintaining strong endowmen 
ensure the AMAA carry forth this important missic 
perpetuity. The educational opportunities we provide | 
life-changing. In so many ways, this is essential to o 
future and the preservation of our heritage -the educated 
young people of today are the leaders of tomorrow. 


A Star at Merdinian 


Ani Karajayan, an 8" grader at Charlotte & Elise Merdinian Armenian Evangelical 
School located in Sherman Oaks, CA, says she is forever grateful for the privilege to 
attend such a unique school. "At Merdinian, students not only learn subjects like English, 
Math, Social Studies and Science, they have the opportunity to learn the Armenian language, 
history and most importantly learn about their Armenian Christian heritage. Although we are 
in the Diaspora, schools like Merdinian encourage us to keep our identity and live like rightful, 
true Armenians." 
In March 2017, Merdinian School had five winners at the Science Olympiad organized by the 
Armenian Engineers and Scientists of America (AESA) and received the "School of the Year" award. 
Merdinian School students also won three awards at the LA County Science Fair. Ani won 2nd place in 
the Physics: Electricity and Magnetism category and advanced to the State Science Fair. She also received 
High Honors and Citizenship awards at School as well as Science Fair Awards at the LA County level. 
The AESA Science Olympiad Committee Co-Chair said that several factors led to the School's success. 
He commented that the science teachers did a wonderful job teaching and preparing projects with the 
students, the students were motivated and had the support of their parents/families, principal and administration. 
Everyone contributed and made the AESA Science Olympiad activities memorable and successful. 
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Born and raised in California, Ani began attending Merdinian School three years ago. Her 
father, from Turkey, and her mother, from Armenia, expressed "Merdinian School has been 
like a second home for our daughter. Everyone is so compassionate and understanding. We 
appreciate all that they have done to help the students grow not only intellectually but also 
Spiritually." 

"Parents appreciate the warm and safe family environment offered their children by 
the dedicated and caring teaching and administrative staffs at Merdinian School," said Dr. 
Vahe Nalbandian, Chair of the School Board. "We provide merit-based and need-based 
scholarships to our students, and School supporters can be rest assured that their investment 
in students like Ani and others is an investment in our future generation." 

The C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School is the only Armenian Evangelical 
School in the United States. The mission of the School is to develop the whole child through 
a broad based curriculum that fosters academic excellence, Armenian and Christian 
education, and good moral values. The School strives to create a safe and nurturing 
environment where every student receives personal attention to become a successful and 
responsible individual. 


CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN GOALS 
Priorities Breakdown 


CAPITAL PROJECTS 
Churches in Armenia 
New Construction: Gyumri Church and Center ............ccccsssceeeeeees $2,100,000 
Renovations: Alaverti-Vanadzor-ljevan and 
New Church: Southwest District, Yerevan ...........ccsccecceeeeeeeeeeeenees $1,000,000 
Camps 
Renovations: Camp Sheen-Shoghig in Hankavan, Armenia......... $1,250,000 
Renovations: Camp Bedrosian in Shushi, Artsakh................:cc008 $150,000 
Ree aOMS MK ClIAG ECIANON ...ssesteeetsstecensusecttescesececvsvsccssvevavese $200,000 
Schools 
Renovations: Kindergartens in Artsakh ............:ccccccccessssseteeeeeeees $100,000 
Avedisian School Fence and Walkway, Yerevan, Armenia ........... $200,000 
ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
Educational Funds 
Armenian Evangelical Schools in Lebanon..............cccccceeeeeeeeeseenees $1,000,000 
Haigazian University, Beirut, LEDANON............ccccscscsccecceeeeeeeeeeees $4,000,000 
Avedisian School, Yerevan, ArMenia............:ccccccsessrsccosssenenssssrerens $2,000,000 
Armenian Evangelical Schools in North America................000000000 $1,000,000 


Churches and Mission Development Funds 


Ee eee ea siéisssccensessoconsusssenssveusonenss $1,000,000 
Ee oe... .. Manama ED he dycctccvssibesssssesseeseeescores $1,000,000 
Health Care Missions FUn...............00::.:ccsssccsscscsessssssscccssseescccssccesesenss $1,000,000 
GEO TaEMOOWINGNME RUNG cries: .......cccenssctasuescssccecsascsacnscccnsssssessevaueuernas $3,000,000 


ANNUAL OPERATING FUND 
TES TEL TRICO MTEC TEER ic ono. conc s necauoses cennsouse- ScRet tae et eeee eee $1,000,000 


For further information on ways to give, please contact: 
Magda Poulos at (201) 265-2607 or mpoulos@amaa.org 


Haigazian Universi 
Class of 2017 Bids Farewel 


By Mira Yardemian, Public Relations Director, Haigazian University 


"We are keen to continue collaborating and investing more 
in Lebanon’s stability, including economic stability, creating 
growth and jobs, as well as improving security and prosperity." 
Ambassador Christina Lassen 

On Friday, June 30, Haigazian University conferred 136 
undergraduate and graduate degrees at the University’s 57" 
Commencement exercises, amidst an atmosphere of joyfulness, 
pride and ovation, sometimes mixed with moments of high emotion. 

Minister of Tourism Avedis Guidanian represented the President 
of the Republic Gen. Michel Aoun, Member of Parliament Hagop 
Pakradounian represented the Speaker of the Parliament Nabih 
Berry, and the President of the Council of Ministers Saad Hariri 
was represented by the Minister of State for Women’s Affairs, 
Jean Oghasabian. Among the attendees were MPs Bassem Shabb 
and Shant Chinchinian, the Armenian Ambassador to Lebanon 
Samvel Mkrdchyan, Bishop Shahe Panosian, and representative of 
the Commander of the Army and heads of the Armenian political 
parties. The capacity audience also included community leaders, 
representatives of educational institutions, and members of the 
Board of Trustees, parents, relatives and friends. 

The ceremony started with the celebratory processional march 
by faculty and graduates on the notes of the traditional Pomp and Cir- 
cumstance, followed by the Lebanese National Anthem and the Prayer 
of Invocation offered by Campus Minister Rev. Wilbert Van Saane. 

Expressing his pride in the graduating class, University 
President Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian acknowledged the unwavering 
efforts and dedication of the parents, asking the audience to give 
them a hearty applause. He invited the audience to ponder upon the 
virtue and purpose of "education" saying, "in this era of ongoing 
change and uncertainty, the purpose of education relies on the 
renewal and development of the human being, not only through the 
academic programs, but through educating the souls and shaping 
the vision of the new generations." 


In her inspiring keynote speech, Head of the Delegation of 
the European Union to Lebanon, Ambassador Christina Lassen 
focused on the motto of the University, "truth, freedom and service," 
considering them as common values that the European Union also 
cherishes. 

On truth, Ambassador Lassen said that it’s a fact that this new 
generation is graduating at a time when the entire region and world 
are facing crises. However, she was sure that they were equipped to 
face those challenges, the same as Europe did after the 2"¢ World War. 

On freedom, she considered Lebanon as an example of freedom 
vis a vis its neighboring countries, urging students to safeguard and 
protect freedom of thinking, expression, religion and press, which 
are receding in the region. 

On service, Ambassador Lassen pointed out that now it’s the 
time to "find a new purpose in life," asking the graduates to reflect 
on how they can serve their respective communities, countries, and 
eventually the whole world. 

The Ambassador concluded her remarks by adding two virtues 
to the University’s motto: courage and devotion. 

The graduates were then called to collect their diplomas from 
the University President, assisted by Deans Fadi Asrawi and Arda 
Ekmekji. 

With a sense of accomplishment and gratitude, valedictorians 
Angie Kirejian and Rabih Riman thanked all the parents and 
University faculty, giving them the credit for shaping and equipping 
them with all the necessary education and skills to embark on their 
new phase of life.. 

Finally, after singing the Alma Mater, and upon the Benediction 
offered by the President of the Union of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East Rev. Megrditch Karagoezian, with loud 
cheers graduates threw their caps high into the air, thus joyfully 
marking the end of a four-year journey and confidently anticipating 
the commencement of a new beginning. O 
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Haigazian University Board Holds Annual Meeting in Beirut 
Gala Dinner Launches New Presidential Scholarship Fund 


By Mira Yardemian, Public Relations Director, Haigazian University 


n June 1-2, members of the Haigazian University Board 
O: Trustees from the United States joined their Lebanese 

counterparts in Beirut, successfully concluding their annual 
Board meetings which focused on the strategic initiatives and future 
plans of the University. 

The intensive week of preparations and meetings was paralleled 
with a Gala Banquet on June | at the Four Seasons Hotel in downtown 
Beirut. The auspicious Gala marked the establishment of a new 
Presidential Scholarship Fund and celebrated the 100" birthday of the 
University’s Founding President, Dr. John Markarian. 

Many of the luminaries from the Lebanese and Armenian 
community were present, supporting Haigazian University and its 
mission and the launch of this new Fund. The capacity audience 
included the Armenian Ambassador to Lebanon, Samvel Mkrdchyan, 
Minister of Tourism, Avedis Guidanian, religious leaders, political 
party heads, AMAA leadership and Haigazian Board members from 
the USA, benefactors and supporters, faculty, staff, alumni and friends 
of the University. 

"On this special occasion, as a concrete measure and as a long- 
term strategy of celebration of life, of giving, and of enabling others," 
University President Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian announced the new 
Presidential Scholarship Fund for students with special academic merit. 

In line with Haigazian University characteristics, such as 
"Lebanese multicultural life, American liberal arts education, 
Armenian resilience, Protestant heritage, rocket science, bridge- 
building among nations and faith, leadership training, and competitive 
higher education," Rev. Dr. Haidostian considered this celebration to 
be a "legacy of warmth of relationships and a hands-on and caring 
leadership." 

In his greetings, Executive Director/CEO of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA) Zaven Khanjian 
appreciated all the efforts pooled toward the success and advancement 


of Haigazian University and renewed the AMAA’s commitment 
in supporting the University in its mission in the Middle East, 
acknowledging its role as an "institution that mirrors the amazing 
beauty of the mosaic composition which is so uniquely the trademark 
of the country that embraces it." 

The University’s Public Relations Director Mira Yardemian 
served as the MC for the memorable evening and the prayer of grace 
was offered by the President of the Union of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of the Near East Rev. Megrdich Karagoezian. Students Minas 
Atamian (vocal) and Ari Vartanian (piano) graciously entertained the 
audience. A special video featured the President’s List students and 
alumni sharing their unique experience of receiving scholarships 
for their outstanding academic performance. Former President John 
Markarian shared his gratitude and thankfulness via video from his 
home in the USA. 

The event concluded with the cutting of President Markarian’s 
celebratory birthday cake, and the closing remarks from the Chair of 
the Board of Trustees Dr. Ani Darakjian, who thanked everyone for 
their generous support of the University. O 


what is predictable is the bright horizon for a new wave of Haigazian University graduates. What is unpredictable is the bound of 


t is a tremendous joy and privilege to share another happy moment with the family of Haigazian University in Beirut, an 
institution that mirrors the amazing beauty of the mosaic composition which is so uniquely the trademark of the country that 
embraces it. 
This University not only provides a boutique education but it does it in an atmosphere which carries the prevailing kinship 

warmth to the boundless ends of our planet wherever its graduates disperse. In an area and an era where uncertainties abide, 


their success, creativity and imagination. 
The Armenian Missionary Association of America reiterates our faith and support of this unique institution of higher 

education and wishes it well. May God bless Haigazian University, its administration and faculty and may the campus smiles of 
today fill the hearts of its student body for a lifetime. 
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First High School Graduation Celebrated at Avedisian School 


n June 23, a festive celebration took place in the audito- 
O rium of the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School and 

Community Center. The Avedisian School graduated its 
first High School class. Teachers, staff, parents, and members of the 
Coordinating Committee along with staff and supporters from the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) attended 
the event. Rakel Dink, wife of the late Hrant Dink, Co-founder, 
Editor and Publisher of AGOS Armenian weekly in Istanbul, was 
the Commencement speaker. 

Among the honored guests were RA Minister of Education and 
Science Levon Mkrtchyan, UNDP Armenia Representative Bradley 
Busetto, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Brazil 
to Armenia Edson Monteiro, AUA administrative officers, ASPU 
Rector Ruben Mirzakhanyan and employees of the Philological 
Faculty, and Diaspora Scientific-Educational Center, Heritage Party 
Chairman Raffi Hovhannisyan, Municipal Council of the City of 
Yerevan member Anahit Bakhshyan, President of the Yerevan Writ- 
ers’ Union Abgar Apinyan, Executive Director of the Armenia Tree 
Project Jeanmarie Papelian, and the WCC Armenia Round Table 
President Karen Nazaryan. 

Following inspiring performances by the graduates, the Minister 
of Education and Science addressed the graduates, wishing them 
success, and congratulated the School and its benefactors on the 
occasion of the first graduates of the high school. 

Rakel Dink spoke about the history and prospective programs 
of "Camp Armen" since the assasination of the founder of the AGOS 
Armenian weekly in Istanbul, Hrant Dink. 

Harout Nercessian, AMAA Armenia Representative, introduced 
the School benefactors, Edward and Pamela Avedisian, stating that 
the Avedisians gave the children of Malatia-Sebastia District the 


best gift one can give a child — quality education. Mr. Avedisian 
spoke with unfettered joy about the idea of establishing a school 
in his motherland and his sense of making its sweet fruits today. 
School Principal Melanya Geghamyan also spoke with great pride. 

The diplomas to the graduating class were handed out by Mr. 
and Mrs. Avedisian, Harout Nercessian, Melanya Geghamyan 
and Rakel Dink. 

The event, dedicated to the first graduates of the Khoren and 
Shooshanig Avedisian School, was also marked by another memora- 
ble event. A solemn opening of a room named after Hrant Dink took 
place and the honor of cutting the ribbon was given to Mrs. Dink. 

After the event, Mr. and Mrs. Avedisian planted a silver fir tree 
in the presence of guests and alumni in the school yard in memory 
of Charles Bilezikian. Mr. Bilezikian was the benefactor of the 
pre-school building named for Krikor and Beatrice Bilezikian. O 


Festive Concert Dedicated to First Graduates of Avedisian School 


n June 22, the Paros Chamber Choir with Artistic 
Qi Raffi Mikayelyan and Conductor Ruben 

Karaseferian along with the Avedisian School 
Orchestra directed by Argentina Poghosyan presented a 
Concert at the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian Community 
Center and School Auditorium. The Concert was dedicated to 
the first graduates of the Avedisian High School. 

During the Concert, the Paros Chamber Choir and 
Avedisian School Orchestra preformed Armenian folk and 
spiritual songs as well as works by Western European 
composers. The audience warmly welcomed this most 
impressive performance. 

Paros Chamber Choir is the world’s only Choir where the 
majority of its members are disabled and wheelchair users. 


The Avedisian School Orchestra, founded in 2016, has already 
presented a few successful concerts in its first year. 
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The Year-end Harvest of the 
Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School 


Sherman Oaks, CA completed another year full of vig- held following the program. 

orous and fruitful ac- The Year-end Program and the Graduation 
tivities. These include another Ceremony for the Elementary and Middle School 
six-year accreditation status by sections was held on Sunday, June 11. Festivities 
the Accrediting Commission for began with the American and Armenian anthems 
Schools, Western Association presented by the students followed by the Invoca- 
of Schools and Colleges (ACS tion by Rev. Joseph Matossian. Elementary sec- 
WASC); celebrations of the 35" tion students recited Psalm 34, followed by group 
Anniversary of the School; a trip recitations and songs presented by the students of 
to the East Coast with a visit to the Elementary and Middle School 
the Headquarters of the Arme- sections, addresses by the vale- 
nian Missionary Association dictorians and the presentation of 
of America; commemorations diplomas and achievement awards. 
of the Armenian Genocide; Speakers for the event included 
end of year exams; and finally, the graduation Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, Chairman of the 
ceremonies. Board, Lina Arslanian, Principal, and 
The Kindergarten section of the School Keynote speaker Nerses Aposhian, 
held its Year-End Graduation Ceremony on a 2006 alumnus. The celebrations 
Saturday, June 10. Twenty-five children, concluded with a Benediction by Rev. 
full of life, talked, recited, sang and danced Matossian followed with a Banquet 

in Armenian. The enthusiastic parents were at Verdugo Banquet Hall. 


T he C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School in and fluent expressions on the children’s faces. A reception was 


delighted with their children’s performance, Congratulations to the graduates 
and their teachers were shining with pride, witnessing the bold and much success in their future journey. O 


he C & E Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School of Sherman Oaks, CA announces that it has been granted another 
six-year accreditation status by the Accrediting Commission for Schools, Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (ACS WASC). In a letter to Principal Lina Arslanian and dated June 30, 2017, the Accrediting Commission 
for Schools notified the School of its decision to award a full-term of accreditation based on all of the information 
provided by the School, including the self-study report, and the satisfactory completion of the on-site accreditation visit. The 
six-year term of accreditation supports the School’s continuing efforts to foster academic excellence, provide Armenian and 
Christian education, and instill good moral values in our children. 

During the past year, members of the Merdinian School community spent many dedicated hours seriously evaluating the 
School's program. The School community representatives worked side-by-side with the administration, faculty, staff and stu- 
dent representatives in extensive examinations of all aspects of the School. With the information gathered, a comprehensive 
self-study report was written that reflected the overall nature of the School including areas of strengths and areas of needed 
growth. From March 12-15, the Visiting WASC Committee, consisting of four members led by Sandy Ammentorp, met with 
School committee members and observed all aspects of the School program. They later shared their recommendations and 
commendations with the School community. This report was sent to the WASC Accrediting Commission who, after careful 
study, granted the School full accreditation status. 

The Merdinian School community is committed to providing a school that meets both the academic and spiritual needs 
of the students. Our capable faculty and staff, strong curriculum, and the love toward teaching and learning are among the 
reasons for that success. We promise to continue to pursue this commitment with great joy. O 
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Commencements and Year-end Programs 
Celebrated at the Armenian Evangelical Schools in the Near East 


The months of May and June were filled with year-end Programs and Graduation Ceremonies at the 
Armenian Evangelical Schools in the Middle East - Lebanon, Syria and Greece — that are supported 
by the AMAA. We thank God for enabling our Schools to have another successful academic year 
and wish them many more successes in the upcoming years. Congratulations to all our graduates! 


The Y & M Philibosian Armenian Evangelical 


College (Beirut, Lebanon) held its Commencement Service on July 1 
on the School campus. After the Lebanese and the Armenian anthems, the 
School Chaplain Garine Cholakian offered the scripture reading and prayer. 
Guest speaker was the President of Haigazian University Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian. During the ceremony Elementary VI students recited, the School 
Dzirani Choir sang and two graduating students played piano and violin. 
Awards were also distributed including The Raffi Manougian Achievement 
Awards which were granted to Mariana Karagulleyan, Gassia Kazanjian 
and Lori Younicess. Valedictorian speeches were delivered in Armenian 
and Arabic. Rev. Hrair Cholakian, Pastor of the First Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Beirut, acknowledged all the School supporters and expressed 
gratitude to Dr. Zaven Messerlian for his fifty years of service as Principal 
of AEC. School Board Chairman Nercess Baghdoyan announced that Dr. 
Messerlian has been appointed Honorary Principal and Vice Principal Dr. 


Armenian Evangelical Central High School 
(Ashrafieh, Beirut, Lebanon) When fourteen 12th graders and twenty-two 
6th graders graduated from the Armenian Evangelical Central High School 


Armenian Evangelical Shamlian Tatikian 


Secondary School (Nor Marash, Bour| Hammoud, Lebanon) held 
its Graduation Ceremoney on May 13 at the School's Hassessian Hall. The 
Keynote speaker was Educator Garo Hovanessian. The program included 
songs, instrumental music, dances and recitations. After distribution of the 
awards and diplomas, Vartoug Balekjian, School Principal, addressed the 
graduates exhorting them to look for a victorious life, always remembering 
that it is the unanimous work that will lead them there and not running on 
their own. The Program ended with the Benediction of Rev. Raffi Messerlian, 
Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Nor Marash, followed by a 
reception that took place on the School playground. 


Armen Urneshlian will assume the post of Principal in October 2017. The 
ceremony ended with the pastoral Benediction of Rev. Cholakian. 


in Beirut, Lebanon on June 29, the seniors not only relayed the torch to 
the next generation, but it was also accompanied by the quintessence 
of Psalm 145.4: "One generation will praise your work and recount your 
omnipotence to the next." And when students sang "My Small Armenia," 
it was so symbolic of the seeds planted in their hearts by their parents 
and educators. But those seeds, to prosper, need "vision, not dream," as 
Dr. Armen Eurneshlian pointed out, "that can be realistically planned and 
pivoted on the youth, the next generation, the real hope." Principal Maral 
Deyirmenjian’s reassuring words that "plans and visions can be realized 
through faith in God and dependence on the intellect, which, when exercised 
properly, can take people to spiritual heights," complemented the guest 
speaker's words. The songs, poems and dances during the graduation 
ceremony were further echoes and manifestations of the same gracious 
spirit of this 95-year-old institution that is so "central" to education. 
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Armenian Evangelical Secondary School (Anjar, 
Lebanon) held its Commencement on June 24. Pastor Hagop Akbasharian, 
School Principal and Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Anjar, 
read from the Scriptures followed by the Invocation. The students presented 
a program of songs, recitations and dances followed by the distribution of 
achievement awards. The Keynote speaker was David Karayan, who em- 
phasized the importance of lasting values rather than material values. The 
Program ended with the distribution of diplomas followed by the Principal's 
remarks and Benediction. 


Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School 
(Aleppo, Syria) June 25 was harvest day for grades 12 and 9 Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Secondary School students. They worked hard all 
year to reach this day and harvest their "crops," the results of their work. 
This year the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School celebrated 
thirteen graduates from the secondary school and eleven graduates from 
the middle school. Following the Syrian and Armenian national anthems, 
School Principal Betty Yepremian offered the opening remarks followed by 
a prayer by Pastor Simon Der Sahagian, Pastor of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Martyrs’ Church of Aleppo. The talented students presented a beautiful 
program of songs, music, recitals of poems, dramas and dances, which 
were dedicated to the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 
as well as the reconstruction process of Syria. Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 
President of the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria, presented 
diplomas followed by the distribution of awards to the excellent students 


Armenian Evangelical P & E Torosian Middle 


School (Nor Amanos, Bour) Hammoud, Lebanon) held its Year-end 
Graduation Program on June 16. The Invocation was delivered by Rev. 
Sevag Trashian, Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel Church of 
Nor Amanos. Rosette Alemian-Mahserejian, Superintendent of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Schools of Lebanon and the Director of the Publications 
Department of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches of the Near 
East, was the Keynote speaker. She encouraged the students to always 
be proud of their Armenian Christian Heritage, to serve their nation and be 
grateful to the Torosian School. The Program included songs, instrumental 
music and recitations. After presentation of a video clip about the life of 
the students during the last academic year the diplomas and the achieve- 
ment awards were distributed. The Program concluded with the remarks 
of Principal Seta Karagoezian followed by a Benediction by Rev. Trashian. 


and to Betty Yepremian for her faithful service to the Armenian Evangelical 
Bethel Secondary School of Aleppo for 25 years. The ceremony ended with 
a prayer and Benediction offered by Rev. Selimian. 


Armenian Evangelical School (Kessab, Syria) is celebrat- 
ing its 165th Anniversary of faithful service of educating and nurturing 
the children of Kessab region with Armenian Christian heritage. The 
daily schedule of the School includes morning worship services, and 
celebrations of national and religious holidays. This year the graduation 
ceremony and Year-end Program was held on May 18 with 14 gradu- 
ates, 5 students from the KG section and 9 students from the Elementary 
section. We congratulate all the graduates and wish them success in 
the coming years. 
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Armenian Evangelical Kindergarten (Kokkinia, Athens, 
Greece) June 7 was a joyous day for the Armenian Evangelical Kinder- 
garten of Kokkinia. By the Grace of God, the School held its Year-end 
graduation program with the presence of clergies and dignitaries from 
the Armenian Community, parents and guests. The theme of this year’s 
program were the months and the four seasons of the year. The children 
were dressed in colorful costumes representing the flowers and fruits of 
different seasons and presented songs and recitations from each season. 
On the screen a video clip presented the everyday life of the children in 
the KG. The KG Director Garine Jarbigian addressed the audience and 
invited Rev. Vicken Cholakian, Pastor of the Church, to present diplomas 
to the five graduating students. Rev. Cholakian thanked those who were 
present and congratulated and thanked the parents for entrusting their 
children to this KG. The program concluded with the Benedictions offered 


ho ee 


(Tehran, Iran) held its Year-end Graduation Program on June 22 with 35 
graduates. Currently Kohar Mesrobian School offers grades 6-11 and 
is the only school within the jurisdiction of the Armenian Evangelical 
Community of Iran. Recently the School received a special recognition 
of Excellence. 


districts. 


Congratulations to Aram Babajanyan from Evangelical Churches 
of Armenia, who graduated with a Master of Divinity Degree from the 
Near East School of Theology of Beirut, Lebanon. Aram has 
already returned to the Motherland and currently is serving as the Pastor 
of the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Apovian. 


Victoria Chopourian Gehrt Honored as Top Superintendent in Delaware 


n June 1, Victoria Chopourian Gehrt, Ed.D. was named Superintendent of the 
Year 2017-2018 for the State of Delaware by the Delaware Chief School Officer’s 
Association. She is the Superintendent of the New Castle County Vocational 
Technical School District. A lifelong educator, she has served as a Special Education teacher, 
Vice Principal, Principal, Assistant Superintendent and Superintendent in several school 


Victoria is the daughter of the late Rev. Dr. Giragos and Yeprouhie Chopourian, and the 
sister of Eileen Stephey and Vera Bailey. She lives in Kennett Square, PA, with her husband 
Tom, and nearby their son Matthew, his wife Elizabeth, and grandsons Jake, Ben and Will. 
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Diamond Anniversary Celebrations 
of the Armenian Evangelical Secondary School of Anjar 
Held in Los Angeles and Fresno 


elebrations to mark the 75" Anniversary of the 

Armenian Evangelical Secondary School of Anjar, 

Lebanon, and the birthday of German Missionary, 

Schwester (Sister) Hanna, who dedicated her life to 

help build and sustain this institution, took place in 
Los Angeles and Fresno, California. 

In Los Angeles, a celebratory Banquet took place on June 23, in 
Glendale, CA to celebrate the School’s milestone and to pay tribute 
to Schwester Hanna. Over 350 alumni, former teachers and pastors 
of the School, as well as community supporters were in attendance. 

The Armenian Evangelical Secondary School with its Boarding 
School has distinguished itself as a life-altering institution for many 
young Armenian children in the Middle East. In fact, the Boarding 
School became home for over 40 Armenian students who came from 
Camp Armen Orphanage in Tuzla, Turkey, through the efforts of 
Hrant Guzelian. Through its open doors, Armenian students from 
Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Jordan, Egypt, Kuwait, Bulgaria, Iran, 
Iraq, India, Sudan and Armenia received quality instruction, Christ- 
centered teaching, and nurturing care. 

Schwester Hanna Christenn, a young German Missionary, 
joined Schwester Hedvig Anticalin, Schwester Hanna Nishke and 
Schwester Marie Rock in 1959 in the mission field of the Bekka 
Valley where they ministered to the displaced Armenians of Musa 
Ler, post-Armenian Genocide. These missionaries were sent by 
the Hilfsbund Foundation, which had been ministering among the 
Armenian people since 1896 starting from historic Armenia, and 
later in Greece, Bulgaria, Syria and Lebanon. 

Schwester Hanna, who speaks fluent Armenian, embraced the 
Armenians, saying: "I am German by birth, but my soul has become 
Armenian. You are my people and I am yours in Christ." Responsible 
for the well-being of the young children in the Boarding School, she 
soon became known as "Mama Hanna" to them. Taking on the role 
of mother, she met their emotional, physical and spiritual needs. Her 
selfless, dedicated service prompted many of her former students 
to travel across the globe, some from as far away as Australia, to 
pay tribute to her. 

In addition to the dedicated service of the missionaries at the 
School, teachers and principals played a vital role in educating 
and shaping the lives of young children entrusted to their care. 
Honored were over 20 teachers who served within the walls of 
this institution and who impacted the lives of countless students. 
Heartwarming scenes of former students and teachers reuniting, 
sharing fond memories of their years at the School, were played out 
throughout the evening. Several decades have passed but the love 
felt and the joy seen on the faces of former teachers and students, 
thrilled to be reunited, created a banquet hall exploding with energy 
and excitement. 

Special recognition was given to the pastors who faithfully 
served the Armenian Evangelical Church in Anjar. Those present, 


 — 


L to R: Joe and Joyce Stein, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, and former 
Principals of Anjar High School Rev. Hovhannes Melkonian, Rev. 
Hovhannes Sarmazian and Rev. Nerses Balabanian. 


L to R: Arda Melkonian, Rev. Hovhannes and Jeanette Melkonian, 
Nancy Bederian and Doris Melkonian. 


in chronological order of service, were Rev. Hovhannes Melkonian, 
Rev. Hovhannes Sarmazian, and Rev. Nerses Balabanian. Also 
acknowledged were ministers who are no longer with us: Rev. Aram 
Hadidian, Rev. Mardiros Marganian, Rev. Bernard Guekguezian, 
Rev. Manasseh Shnorhokian, and Rev. Hagop Janbazian. Unable 
to attend were the two most recent Pastors — Rev. Raffi Messerlian 
and the current Pastor, Rev. Hagop Akbasharian. 

On the occasion of the Armenian Evangelical Secondary School 
Diamond Anniversary, Rev. and Mrs. Hovhannes and Jeanette 
Melkonian made a generous donation of $50,000 to the School. 
Early in their ministry, Rev. and Mrs. Melkonian served in this 
mission field with the four German and Swiss Missionary Sisters, 
Rev. Melkonian as the Pastor of the Church and Principal of the 
School, and Mrs. Melkonian as a teacher at the School. 
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Acknowledging the vital contribution of this institution to the 
Armenian community, Rev. and Mrs. Melkonian lovingly gifted to 
this institution so that the Lord’s work may continue. The Melkonians 
stated: "We have many beautiful memories of our years in Anjar, 
where we experienced the joy of serving the Lord. We were blessed 
during our time there, and we want to be a blessing." An emotional 
moment for Rev. and Mrs. Melkonian occurred when Levon Filian, 
AMAA West Coast Executive Director who was a former student of 
Rev. Melkonian, acknowledged them for their gracious gift. 

A rich cultural program was planned for the evening. Former 
students Arpy Aintablian and Vartan Kazanjian graced the audience 
with their beautiful singing of "Pari Arakil" and Edelweiss. In 
keeping with the Boarding School tradition, Rev. Nerses Balabanian 
led the audience in singing a hymn. On behalf of the AMAA, 
congratulatory words were delivered by Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, 
AMAA President. A PowerPoint presentation was prepared by 
Sevan Balabanian which documented the School’s history. Finally, 
the traditional Anjarsti davoul — zourna accompaniment commenced 
an evening of kef which lasted until the early morning hours. 

The Banquet Committee, spearheaded and inspired by the 
leadership and vision of Levon Filian, was comprised of Hagop 
Avedikian, Nancy Bederian, Pauline Ishkhanian, Raffi Kaldjian, 
Bagho Kasparian, Vartan Kazanjian and Doris Melkonian. Their 
hard work in planning and executing this event was evident as 
alumni and guests enjoyed an historic, unique evening, reflecting 
the Armenian and Christian heritage in which the students were 
nourished. Mr. Filian reflected, "The Banquet was a testimony of 
the seeds planted in Christian love bearing fruit in the lives of the 
next generation." Indeed, it was an event to be remembered. 

The festivities continued in Fresno, CA with two events. First, 
Schwester Hanna gave her testimony during the Sunday morning 
services at the First Armenian Presbyterian Church on June 25. After 
an introduction by Mr. Filian, she spoke of her service to the Armenian 
community at the Armenian Evangelical Boarding School in Anjar for 
20 years, to the elderly community in Lebanon for 10 years, and to 
the needy in the town of Bert, Tavush region of Armenia for 11 years. 


le 


Guests gathered at the home of Ara and Lena Karkazian in honor 
of Sister Hanna Christenn. 


In the afternoon, over 50 guests enjoyed a lavish reception held 
in honor of Sister Hanna at the home of Ara and Lena Karkazian, 
hosted by the Karkazians and Hovig and Hourie Kerkezian. The 
event was organized by the Mousa Ler Association of Fresno, 
chaired by George Karkazian and comprised of Annette Kerkezian- 
Agulian, Salpi Karkazian-Adams, Varoujan Der Simonian, Hapet 
Garabed, Henry Keledjian, Ara Karkazian, Nishan and Arous 
Der Kalousdian. Varoujan Der Simonian served as the master of 
ceremonies, and Rev. Greg Haroutunian offered the Benediction. 

The guests responded to Mr. Filian’s appeal to provide financial 
assistance to the School by raising $7,000. To thank her for her 
lifelong commitment and service to the Armenian community, Sister 
Hanna was given a special gift by George Karkazian. Sister Hanna 
responded, "I always pray asking the Lord to be my guidance. Today, 
because the Lord has been my shepherd, I am very happy; and by 
having you all in my life, I consider myself a very rich person." 

Fresno area residents who have served at the Armenian 
Evangelical Secondary School in Anjar were presented with service 
awards. The evening concluded with singing well-loved songs and 
sharing of fond memories of their days at the Armenian Evangelical 
Secondary School of Anjar. O 


Glendale area Banquet Committee members celebrate with Sister Hanna Christenn. 
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Major Influences that Continue to Shape My Life 


By Harley Surmeian* 


ne would think that after two years in college that 

I would already know everything I need to know 

to master college life. Yet, even at the start of my 

third year, lam already experiencing so many new 
things and learning so much about life and myself. Through all 
the craziness that this life brings, however, I have found the few 
constants in my life that I could not live without and continue to 
shape me in so many ways. Without my faith, culture, family and 
friends, I am not really sure where I would be today, a fact that 
scares me to think about. 

Faith is definitely the most important part of my life. As God 
commands us to put Him first before everything else in our lives, 
this year I have learned just how important this is to my well-being. 
My faith gives me a purpose in life, so that Iam happy to wake up 
every morning living for Him. However, sometimes in the craziness 
of college we get lost in our own world so easily and forget about 
Him, pursuing goals and people that do not properly align with what 
God wants for us. God is completely sovereign over everything, 
and He knows what is best for us. He has reminded me of that a 
lot this year, and I am so thankful for Him in my life to keep me 
focused on what really matters in life, which is pursuing Him in 
everything that I do and giving Him the glory no matter what life 
may throw at me. 

Due to the way I was raised, faith and culture are deeply 
intertwined, as it is with a lot of Armenians that I meet. The 
opportunity to strengthen my connections to both of these things 
has been a great experience for me. As apart of the 2015 AMAA 
Internship to Armenia, I got to see the story of my ancestors that 
I had learned so much about truly come to life; by seeing the 
Khor Virab and Mt. Ararat right behind it, I witnessed where the 
Armenian Christian faith was born. It made me proud to be an 
Armenian and a Christian. The most rewarding part, though, was 
getting to visit the people who lived there, especially the kids at 
Camp Shoghig, and serving asa testament to them, knowing that 
there wereArmenians fromall overthe world thinking and praying 
about them. That trip truly changed my life, as some of the people 
on that trip are now some of my closest friends. 

In addition, serving on the staff of Camp AREV for the past 
7 years has been truly wonderful, as I get to watch other young 
people give their lives to Christ in the same place that I did. It is so 
cool to watch God use me and the rest of the staff there, no matter 
the circumstances that brought everyone there. This past year I 
have also gotten involved with the West Coast branch of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Youth Fellowship, where we plan retreats and 
other events to bring together youth from all the Armenian Evangelical 
churches on the West Coast. As an Armenian from Orange County 
who did not grow up among many Armenians, this opportunity to 
draw nearer to my culture has been very significant in my life. 

All of this is important, of course, but without people like 
family and friends behind you to support you, you can’t get very 


far. I am so thankful to have many great people in my life to 
support me and push me to be the best that I can be. My family 
has always been very supportive of my love of science, and they 
have supported me financially as well as I pursue my biochemistry 
degree at UCLA. They also helped grow my faith at a young age, 
taking me to church and encouraging me to attend Camp AREV 
for the first time. My friends have been extremely crucial in my 
development as a person. They have encouraged me to come out 
of my shell and reach out to people, and have stuck around when 
I was going through tough times this year, always being there to 
listen to me and give me advice. I know without them I would be 
nowhere, and I am so thankful that God put them all in my life. 

Faith, culture, family and friends: fourthings people need for 
life but don’t often consciously think about how truly important 
they are. It has been very clear to me in my college career, and 
within the last year, that these four things are so significant to my 
well-being and that without them I don’t know how I would be 
alive right now. They encompass everything that I stand for and 
what matters to me, and make me strive to be the best individual I 
can be. Iam so thankful to God for providing them all to me and I 
am excited to see where they all take me in the rest of my college 
career and the years to come after that. O 


*Harley Surmeian is an AMAA Scholarship Recipient who currently 
studies at UCLA. 
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Armenian Evangelical Holy Trinity Church of Kessab 
Rededication Brings Thanks and Hope 


nder the auspices of the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the 
Near East (UAECNE), the rededication 
service for the renovated Armenian 
Evangelical Holy Trinity Church of Kessab, Syria 
took place on Sunday, July 9. The service was festive, 
bringing thanks and hope for peace and renewal. Present 
at the rededication were members of the leadership 
of UAECNE, local clergy, government officials and 
hundreds of worshipers and guests. The large church 
building, located in the center of town, was desecrated 
and totally burnt down during the brutal invasion of the 
Kessab region in March 2014. 
On Saturday, July 8, UAECNE delegates visited 
the Armenian Apostolic and Catholic Churches of 
Kessab, as well as the Armenian Evangelical Churches 


of Kaladouran, Keorkune and Ekizoluk, and had 
times of prayer, Christian fellowship, and meetings 
of solidarity. U 


his year, the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) awarded $230,000.00 in direct scholarship grants 
to college students for the 2017-18 academic year. Eighty worthy students, who attend colleges and universities in 
the United States and Canada, received the scholarships. The AMAA Scholarship Committee is attentively and tirelessly 


chaired by Robert Hekemian, Jr. 


In addition, $15,000 was assigned for qualified university students in Armenia. 


For over 45 years, the AMAA has helped thousands of college students with scholarships, thus helping them prepare 
for the future and relieving the financial burden that makes it harder to focus on their work. Moreover, since its inception, 
the AMAA has helped thousands of students from kindergarten to high school with tuition aid. The AMAA also provides 
financial aid to schools and institutions of higher education in the Near East, including Haigazian University and the Near 


East School of Theology in Beirut. 


The scholarships granted this year were provided from several AMAA scholarship funds established over the years to 
help students in need. Students may request Scholarship Applications from AMAA headquarters in Paramus, NJ beginning 
in January of each year. The deadline to submit applications for the 2018-2019 academic year is May 1, 2018. 
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Evangelism 


Summer Cam 


Make a Difference in the Lives of Many 


The AMAA continues to support Armenian Evangelical Camps and Daily Vacation Bible Schools, 
making a significant difference in the lives of thousands of Armenian children and their families. During 
the summer months, the churches in Armenia and Artsakh, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Lebanon, Syria and 
the United States organized camps for different age groups. As many Armenian families cannot afford 
to send their children to camp because of the poor economic conditions they face in their countries, they 
receive financial assistance to cover partial or full expenses. The following reports are from a few of the 


camps which were part of this year’s Summer Camp Programs supported by the AMAA. 


ARMENIA AND ARTSAKH 
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Camp Sheen Shoghig in Hankavan, Armenia. 


Summer Camps — the favorite place for children, where they 
camp with great anticipation and spend a week during their summer 
breaks from school. Camp Sheen Shoghig in Hankavan, Armenia 
opened its doors for over 1,5000 children and teenagers from all 
regions of Armenia, and Camp Bedrosian in Shushi welcomed 
over 500 children and youth from Artsakh and from Syunik region 
of Armenia. Every year the children come to the camps with great 
anticipation and expectations. And when they return home, they 
take with them lots of happy memories and smiles. 

Each day of the camp was full of games where the participants 
learned how to work together, play games and share their victories 
with friends. They also had time to do arts and crafts and be 
acquainted with the history of the day’s theme with images and 
colors. The children loved the programs related to culture, sports 
and Christian Education the most. 

At Shoghig Camp, one week of camp was organized for chil- 
dren from "Shogh" Day Care Centers and one week was organized 
for Avedisian School students. 


Camp Bedrosian in Shushi, Artsakh. 


We thank God for the dedicated counselors who served in the 
camps. With their dedication, they conveyed the Good News of 
the Gospel and love of God to the campers, which resulted in life 
changing experiences. We also thank God for the AMAA friends 
and supporters who once again contributed to our camps through 
their prayers, donations and services. 


BELGIUM 

This summer, the Armenian Evangelical Churches of Belgium 
organized two family camps. 

1. Camp for Turkish-Speaking Armenians was held from 
June 16-18. About 120 people participated in this camp from 
Germany, Holland, France and Belgium. The main speaker was 
Brother Danial Giinay. All the participants had a blessed time 
listening to the daily messages, and enjoying a time of fellowship 
filled with different games and other activities. 

2. Camp for Armenian-Speaking families was held from 
June 29-July 2. The families came together from all regions of the 
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Camp in Belgium for Turkish-Speaking Armenians. 


country for their annual family conference at Camp Limage. More 
than 80 members and their families took part in this uplifting camp, 
where Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian, Pastor of the Immanuel Armenian 
Congregational Church of Downey, CA, was the speaker. Badveli 
Vatche presented the topic of "Victorious Christian" and encouraged 
the members to grow in their knowledge of the Truth in Christ and 
in their dedication and service to deepen and enlarge the ministry 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Belgium. 
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Summer Camp in Bulgaria. 


In Plovdiv, camp was held June 19-24 with 20 children and 3 
counselors participating. The children were involved in activities 
centered around the theme: "Does Jesus Love Children Today?" 
(Luke 18:16). They learned new songs, studied Armenian, put on 
plays and took trips to the Rhodope Mountains. In Varna, a weekend 
of Day Camp/Daily Vacation Bible School was held September 1-3 
with 35 children and 2 leaders. The theme was "What Do We Know 
About our Armenian Bible." 


The Christian Endeavor Youth Summer Center in Lebanon, 
KCHAG, has been hosting numerous Summer Programs this sea- 
son in an atmosphere of enthusiasm, volunteerism and hunger for 
Christian teaching and community building. Among the camps 
organized by the Armenian Evangelical Churches, three have already 
been completed and a fourth will be held late in August. 

The four-day Ladies Summer Conference started on July 19 
with 45 women participating under the guidance of several pastors’ 
wives. The guest speaker was Ani Boymoushakian who focused on 
the theme "Strength that does not expire" as inspired by 2 Timothy 
4:17. It was marked by valuable times of Christian fellowship and 
discipleship. 
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Ladies Summer Conference in KCHAG, Lebanon. 


The Christian Endeavor Young Adults’ (Tchanits) Camp 
(July 26-30) had 90 participants from Lebanon and Syria under the 
leadership of Rev. Raffi Messerlian. The speaker was Rev. L. Nishan 
Bakalian and the messages focused on Colossians 3:12: "Therefore, 
as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience." 
This was a chance to bring together young men and women from 
the two countries and create new friendships, and encourage the 
youth with the Word of God. 
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Christian Endeavor (Tchanits) Camp in 
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KCHAG, Lebanon. . 
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The Children’s Camp (July 3 1-August 6) brought together 76 
children and leaders under the leadership of Garin Haidostian. Nanor 
Akbasharian spoke on the topic of "Christian Kindness," based on 
Ephesians 4:32: "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiv- 
ing each other, just as in Christ God forgave you." This camp was 
marked by a great sense of teamwork. 


Children's Camp in KCHAG, Lebanon. 


The Teenage (Badanyats) Camp, is scheduled for late August. 
KCHAG continues to be an uplifting center and its programs 
touch the hearts of the participants. It is a Christian refreshing 
space in the midst of so much turmoil. It is truly a place of blessing. 


Teenage (Badanyats) Camp in KCHAG, Lebanon. 


By the grace of God, and with the support of the AMAA, a fam- 
ily retreat of the Armenian Evangelical Churches of Syria (Bethel, 
Emmanuel and Martyrs of Aleppo and Kessab region churches) 
was held in Kessab KCHAG from July 31-August 5, after a six- 
year break due to the ongoing war in Syria. About 100 adults and 
children participated in this retreat/camp, organized and led by Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian. 

The daily program included morning worship service, singing, 
Bible study, group discussion, workshops, social events, learning, 
praying, sharing and fellowship. The main theme of the retreat was 
"The Vision of the Armenian Evangelical Church" based on Acts 
26:1 presented in four topics: What is the vision of the Church? 2. 
The importance of renewing our minds: How to live a fruitful life? 


Family Camp/Retreat in KCHAG, Kessab. 


3. The calling of the Church to Mission and to Unity 4. The role of 
faith in Spiritual Growth. 


ByRev. Razmig Minassian, Executive Director, Camp AREV 


"The harvest is plenty..." 

This year Camp AREV located in Frazier Park, CA. is 
celebrating its 40-year Anniversary. Through the decades, its 
ministry has thrived only because it has been true to its mission: 
reaching our Armenian community, young and old, with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Camp AREV’s purpose is to help people 
establish a personal relationship with Jesus, walk in the path of 
righteousness, and truly live out our Armenian Christian heritage 
with the same convictions as our founding forefathers. 

We just concluded a very successful summer camp program. 
Many first-timers enjoyed Camp AREV’s program, delicious 
food, all the cutting-edge recreation, and opportunities to create 
friendships and memories for a lifetime. I can confidently say 
that God was present in our midst, the Spirit was truly working in 
the heart of every camper, and many came to know the Lord for 
the first time. This was a record-breaking year: we sold out two 
of the three weeks. We had close to 160 people for Junior High 
Camp, and more than 155 for High School Camp. We also broke 
the record for our Juniors Camp with 59 campers! Our topic was 
"Stayin’ Alive" and our theme was the 1970s - in honor of the 
Camp’s establishment in 1977! 

God continues to change lives at Camp AREV. We heard so 
many campers’ stories, witnessing how God is transforming the 
lives of these young people and bringing them closer to Him. Our 
guest speakers encouraged our campers to remain in Christ and 
that in Christ there was life. Through life in Christ, we not only 
enjoy life here on earth, but life eternal. 

This year was amazing for fun and activities as well. We 
introduced our brand-new paintball course, which was a huge 
success for all ages. We brought back "CLUB SHED" which is 
our snack ship/gift shop. Our zip line and archery range were also 
very popular. 
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Campers enjoying sports games at Camp AREV. 


We specifically thank God for our parents, counselors and 
staff. I also thank God for the Camp AREV Committee, the 
AEUNA, and the AMAA for their ongoing prayers and financial 
support. Their partnership is extremely vital for this ministry. 

If you are wondering how you can impact the lives of 
Armenian youth in the western region, here are some ways you 
can be involved: 

e Pray: That God continues to send workers for the harvest. 
Camp AREV continues to grow and that growth comes through 
seeking God in prayer. 

e Contribute: Be involved financially. We invite you to partner 
with us in this ministry. Your contribution to our ongoing 
operations will help us advance the camp ministry even further. 

e Dream with us: Your investment in our Capital Campaign 
will help us create a space that is not only safe and clean, but 
expansive and inspiring, with opportunities for kids and adults 
to be filled with the joy of the Gospel. Here are some options: 

™ Renovate the Speaker’s Cabin and the Lodge. 

Add housing for campers and families. 

Build staff housing for our summer, winter, and weekend 

staff. 

Add Recreation Center and a pool. 


By Rev. Dr. Ara Jizmejian 


2017 marks the eighteenth year of this wonderful ministry 
of the Armenian Evangelical Union. and it was a successful one. 
Camp Arevelk as always, is filled with great excitement and noise, 
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as well as fellowship, worship and Bible learning. This ministry 
has been under the supervision of Camp Director Sylvia Jizmejian 
since it opened in 2000. Camp Arevelk also falls under the purview 
of the Eastern Region Director of AEUNA-AEYF Ministries, Rev. 
Dr. Ara Jizmejian, and is made possible by the work of the Camp 
Arevelk Committee, counselors and staff who give of their time 
for this important ministry. Over the years, Camp Arevelk has been 
essential in developing young leaders in the Armenian Evangelical 
Youth Fellowship and ultimately, in the churches of the AEUNA. 

This year’s theme was Questions & Answers: Defending Your 
Faith, which is also the AEYF theme for the 2017-2018 school 
year. It is essential to provide our young people with tools to go 
into the world and promote the Gospel. Speakers for the week were 
Rev. Shant Barsoumian (younger group) and Rev. Jizmejian (older 
group.) The campers have quiet time every morning, as well as 
a Bible lesson and cabin time with their counselors. One of the 
things that sets Camp Arevelk apart is the time spent in studying 
the Word of God. 

Every day, the young people have a session of Arts and Crafts 
led by Monique Pappas. Camp Nurse Arpi Sarian (along with Her- 
mine Getzoyan,) handles the aches and pains (and homesickness) 
of the campers. This year, we have a new Activities Coordinator, 
Vatche Demirjian. Cara Haleblian, Rev. Barsoumian and Rev. Ara 
Heghinian were the Bible teachers for 2017. 

During the week, we enjoyed both rain and sunshine as the 
counselors got acclimated to the Camp. With almost 90 campers and 
30 staff, we had a busy schedule and a packed lunch room. Many of 
our counselors are first timers who have been campers before and, 
as they have said time and time again, "this is a completely different 
camp from this side of the fence." We have camper representation 
from Canada, the Eastern Region, the Midwest, the West Coast and 
Dubai. Our campers are a fantastic group of young people who are 
here to learn about God and fellowship with other youth from our 
community. It is a blessing to be able to minister to them. 

We thank the Camp Committee and Camp Committee Chair 
Silva Orchanian for their work during the year. We thank the 
speakers and Bible teachers who taught our young people about the 
Scriptures and how to apply their faith. We thank the counselors 
and staff who make the camp happen as without them, we cannot 
have camp. We also thank the AMAA and the AEUNA for their 
generous financial support. 

A special thank you goes to the parents who spent time praying 
for us every morning. They are going to be praying for the Camp 
and the AEYF monthly. This year, as every year before, was truly 
a blessing to all who attended Camp Arevelk. May our Lord be 
glorified through this ministry of the AEUNA. 


_ Camp AREVELK 2017 


The following is the translation of an article on Pastor Jiro (Jirair) Ghazarian in French that appeared in the July 
19, 2017 issue of "Réforme" Weekly By Camille Andres. Pastor Ghazarian was born in Beirut in 1988 and holds a 
diploma in Education and Psychology from Haigazian University and a Master’s degree from the Near East School 
of Theology both in Beirut. In March 2015, he was sent to Kessab, Syria as Pastor of the churches in the region. 


Pastor in Kessab, Syria 


JIRO GHAZARIAN. How do you react as a young 


pastor taking up your first post in Syria, slap bang in the middle 
of a civil war? With courage and faith. 


For each pastor, the first moments in a new parish often remain 
etched in his memory. For Jiro Ghazarian, that time was not one of joy or 
curiosity, but of real bitterness. "When | arrived in Kessab, | wept in my 
car - everything had been destroyed. It was worse than | had imagined. | 
realized that nothing | had learnt during my studies would apply here. All 
my enthusiasm and energy for getting people to change, for supporting 
them, collapsed totally." 

Kessab is a special place. It is a village located in northwest Syria, 
on the Turkish border, that gives its name to a region comprising thirteen 
districts populated mainly by Armenians, Catholics, Orthodox and Prot- 
estants. "In 2011, there were 3,200 inhabitants; today there are no more 
than 1,088 of us left," declares Jiro Ghazarian. The site is surrounded 
by mountains and forms a virtual enclave within Turkey. For a long time, 
as it lay between sea and mountains, Kessab earned its living from 
tourism. Before the war. 


Haven 

Kessab is historically important too: this land has been settled by 
Armenian Christians since the 11" century; it is also one of many places 
where they took refuge after the 1915 Genocide. The Protestant Armenians 
of Beirut, where Pastor Jiro Ghazarian was brought up, used to hold sum- 
mer camps and pastoral meetings here. 

Then, in 2015, Kessab fell. The attackers, "six rebel groups," came 
from the Turkish border. "There was no way they could get through any of 
the other provinces, since they were controlled by Bashar el Assad's forces," 
explains Jiro; like a majority of the Christians on the spot, he considers 
they are protected by the current Syrian President. 

The inhabitants fled and took refuge with the Orthodox community in 
Lattakia, a town situated a little further south on the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean. 

For three months Kessab was ransacked: "Sofas, clothing, farm ma- 
chinery, decorations, wines and spirits, household appliances: the terrorists 
took everything." They fouled, destroyed, covered with graffiti, and burnt 
everything they could, including the church and all its documents, along 
with the pianos and computers at the Armenian Cultural Center. 

This is the field of ruins that the young graduate came to. For two 
months, he remained "lost for words" and incapable of organizing any 
pastoral activities. 

Then he reacted; the time had come to rebuild. So, he set up meet- 
ings for teenagers and young people. "I asked them to write down the 
questions that occurred to them. Within a few minutes there were over 
a hundred. ‘Why does God allow this, why us?’ they asked, finally giving 
voice to their feelings." 

During the two years he lived on the spot there were no further attacks 
like this one, but against a background of occasional rocket attacks Jiro 
Ghazarian developed his own answers. "This horror has nothing to do with 
God. | believe that God is not evil. Evil is a reflex action. | believe that when 
you kill, even to protect your nearest and dearest, thought is blanked out; 
you no longer realize what you are doing, particularly if you are on drugs or 
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medication like many fighters." 

In a world where "chaos is 
becoming the norm” and where 
discussion, de facto, no longer 
rules, Jiro Ghazarian endeav- 
ors to "put back thought" where 
he can. "I have learnt that the 
same human being can write a 
sublime symphony and destroy 
it. | believe you can always 
choose between good and evil, 
even in wartime." The young 
pastor creates short sketches 
on conflict, for the teenagers. 
"If they disagree, their first reaction is often to hit out. | explain that there 
are other ways of resolving problems. Syria is in need of an enormous 
process of healing and conflict resolution." 

For the war has profoundly changed its inhabitants. "After the attack 
suffered by Kessab | saw some Christians change. There are crimes and 
lies that have not been addressed. Time is needed. We are rebuilding. But 
people have lost trust in themselves and in others." 

How can a discourse of trust, of relationship be restored? How can 
the need to share and open up be preached in the very place where all that 
has disappeared? "It has meant reinterpreting Christianity in a situation 
where it has been misunderstood. God is not the almighty who kills, but 
a weakling heading for the Cross. The point when our suffering and fear 
are greatest is ironically the time when we can become the strongest. If 
you are skydiving, your fear will be greatest when you have to jump from 
the plane. But within a minute you will realize that it is the best experience 
in your life, because you are flying and that is something you have never 
done before." He smiles: "It's what | call resurrection. Human life consists 
in fighting death, fighting your fears, and these are very powerful enemies." 


Chaos becoming the norm 

The people living in Kessab experience fear on a daily basis, the 
fear of bombs and rockets, of imminent attack, of losing their life. Is that 
suffering essential to bring out the best in us? "I don’t believe God wants 
to make us suffer, but Jesus taught us that we will undergo suffering. Un- 
fortunately, in order to confront day-to-day reality in wartime, you have to 
kill things in yourself: your pride, believing you know what is good or evil, 
thinking that you will live to be very old, and so on. Everything is chaotic, 
chaos becomes normal, and that is frightening, because it can undermine 
all your convictions," explains Jiro Ghazarian. 

The young pastor is committed to stay in his job in Kessab for at 
least three years. "I have learnt here that the only freedom that cannot be 
taken from you Is the way you react to a situation. When you can control 
your reactions, any suffering you go through is no longer meaningless, 
but acquires meaning, because you choose whether to respond or not, 
and in what way." 

Whilst many of his friends are seeking to leave the Middle East and 
return to living in Armenia on the land of their ancestors, Jiro Ghazaryan’s aim 
is to witness to the Christian presence in the Middle East through his daily 
work and his tenacity. "We can choose to make our world a more beautiful 
place-by having a better approach toward other people, and showing it." Q 
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ZuwyGnEU Fudhu 


«LUQUPEPEL YPGLr’ E nr 
UNLEY FUL UC GLLE» 


Quu. Ghnuyn Wwquntw* 


wuiw2jtuuphuyht = qunqugnivttpn vwuht 

tpp fuouptp Yu vmwodbip, pinhwipwuytu 

ghintpp zum thumb stop wnttp Yu sup 

Jh2kn: Uwyuyb, uhbpiyph ute, wwtwiwtin huy 

uqqght huudwp Pbuwyyp tr Woéwpp uyt tpyni ght nipt 

to npntp gignn myjwinpniyehit Yp yennnzt tit yennwsd to 

wubi<uwywthumphnghhtuto:<tutiupwpujughiyntpp 

tr. wtntg uty qntninn uzwinjypp, Sphumnthuyut 

Ybtguinn br ywpwutiniyeh.op, nyu yp utrpn bt with ynnu: 

<u) Witwwupwtwywt Gupdnith huumumniwti 

up pwoih muph tunp, wnnkt buy Rtuuny Yp hwutpt 

pwpnghsttp tt. Uvpupntwpttp npykugh UWumnidny 

Tuoupn pupngbtt Gr junnttpp gqnpdtwuywt Ybapuny Gr 

€guwpuniyetwuup dvomtiwt Wumnidny (Bwuynpni 4:8) 
Ghypypyy pwquinprtwt ybpesht Ynp hnnht ypuy: 

Puyg, poyewgpht wyu punpbuhpw dnjnynipyp Yuyph 
wntwuttp, mtinwhwinyehiittp, uwyuyh 8upniyebhwh 
qupvwtiwyh qonniehiiny Yp Ybpwybonwtwghk hp 
hngtunp, wqquypt br vzwyniyeuyht Youtpn: <tutrupuin, 
Utpsht wuywgnjgp wyu Ybpwybonwtniytwth Uwnn 
2014-h wtnwhwtnyetbtkti typ «fumwpp jnyupt uk» 
supwipn_twynibyni» yYagniwoppn, yunqu Yn tanfuwutigk 
w2fuuphht, jek <wiwimpny jagniwd <uyp, pp uw2mwd 
Wuunn1donyt thwpwghpp Wniotouy G. Wann gqonniyetuntip 
Quinny Y’pyuy wubb pwd potty: 

Gpe Yuptyp whwnh pywy Pbuwwyh tr gngwth <uwy 
Wituwpwtuywt Gytyntghttpnit vwuht wywumtn 
Up tbpyuywgtt), Yp funphhd Yntwtp tuwtgth]) 
Witmwpwt pum 8njhwttnih wowyht qjfunit ut» 
jh2niwd wuminiyetwh, nip Yp Yupnwtip® posuyku 
8hun.u ®hyhuyyjnup be Gwyewhuykyp yp yuatsk, nnuykugh 
wintp Wumnidn) huiwmuwuphd dunwtitpp pywt: Puyg 
ULwputuyly zum htqiwywt hwupgnid up yp hupgtk 
Gpp Yp qu jet Shunzu hp qintiniwd 2ngwtht uly Yp 2ngh. 
ti hwpgnitp hbwtituwyt b.- «Gwqupketh ywuplgp’ E nn 
wyty put Gyby: Woeni2m wyu hwpgnivp munophtwy 
hwipgnit Up sb Gnp pumuwph Up vE9 otwd br Uzwyniwd 
E wid up: Lunwpttpn vky dwpnhy zum wmtt 
ppbtg qnnjygttpn. poyewgpht hung Ynt mut ghintpn 
uwupt tpp Yp fuoupt pt «wu» Yu «wt» ghintt 


yuiptyp’Enp wyky put byt: etptiu 
huvwzfuuphwyiwgnitp whtingn| & 
nhunniwo, junwswgnitp ghintpnit § 
uo pufunuMupwup nwtnun E: 
Uuwiquyt wyuon byt w2fuuph hung 
Yni mwy tpt buwytt wyty put 
Yboyk, wbop Wniqktp Junwhtgit) 
pk Btu Wuupp wikt giny tt 
winp duwhngniyhiittptt vbyt 
E uwhty huiwmpp, Gybntght tr 
weyphy huumnpnp br pywy GYbntght: 
LEuuybt wy put yoy’: 
Wu hupgnivht wwmwufuwtp hwunum W3n £, 
Gr wibyp pu yuMwufuwtp Chypuyynuh yunwufuwtt 
E np Wnuk «Gynip t. Stu»: UWhanigm &Euwyp bpp 
w2juuphugnwywut, <wyyuywut, wqquyht Ge hngtinn 
wndkp, ub6 mtn nith dtp upmtpnit vty: Uwyuyt 
Uptioinjd dwiwtwy wintp npntp Ywuywos nitpt 
LEuwwh witwwupwtswywt yyuyniptwt, y’niqktp 
Lphuunuh tow wuumuufowiby Ge pub «WuyeE wityp 
ubd6 puttp wpmh wmbuttp...»: (Bnyhwtinr 1:50 {p}): 
8nyhu 9, 2017-htb LEuwwh <uy Ubnupwtwywt 
Unipp Gopnnynntwh Gybntght nittgur hn furw- 
Yummbph ywamuun opp, npni pbywgpht, hurumugbkbuy, 
dnnnunipnpt nhiwg «Gytntgh pywyn»» owtp vup- 
muhpurtpp npnitgui, nnpykugh wtintp @phumnuh 
qonniyebwup gwpnitwytbt «mney pwttp» uthnt) 
huwduyt wafauppt Lphumnnuh tr Gybntghpt huvun: 
Wu mupp utp ghinh wy qunqugnivttpnit htm 
twtr Yp jhatbtp Witphyuyh <wy ULtbmunpwtswyut 
Coytpwygniptwt hwphipwttwy muptnwpat ni wbs 
sSunuyniyehioin <wy wqght tr <wy) ULtbmupwtwywt 
Gytnighht wittninkp: Utp wnojpt § np Uibmu- 
pudtsuqywutp zwpniowykE vham «wnky» pwttp muy, 
Gytntghht tr <wy waqght, tr Gpp vwipnhy hung mute 
Coytpwygniyetwt wumwufuwtp vham pywy Shpuniu 
Lphumnuh wmniwd wwmuufuwip «WuyeE wibyp wb6 
pwttp whmh mtuttp»: O 


* Nuunnebih dhnuyn VWuqunGwu hndf_u E @Euwwh (Untnhw) 
Aw UeGuwnwuu yuu Gytntghutnncu: 
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ULhnupwthywywtp Pp 100-wditulh Gufuophwhht 


dtp. tnyu. duhwt 8. fe-nyehybwt 


wnuwoghquy muph, 2018 h muptznegwoht, Wittphyuyh 

<wy ULtwmupwutswywt Coybnwygnijhrip, np 

bp Ypéuuniws Yu thunwp2wmywt win iny yp 

Gwtsgnip npytu Wikmwupwhsulutin, wypoh mot 
bp huppipwuvttuy muptnupép: Wo otnrhy wnun Witphyuyp 
Uptrijbwot Gpswoth <uy ULtbnwupwtuywt Ubniyetwt 8nithu 
7-9, 1918-h nwpkywt huivwdnannypt, np qmuwpntkgun Zuy 
Urtuwpwtwywt Lwhwuwywg Gyintghpt uk, Tncumpp, 
Ututsniutg, U.U.%.: Upn, posuybu Gqhunnu tnitpt £ Gtnnu 
Qtunht, wytiytu wy, ULtmupwbtyu wtp tnitpt & Witphyuyh 
<u) ULtmupwtwywt Gytntghttpn, Upniyetut: 

ULtmupwtswyuth ottynbwt ontpnit wnntt yp 
2upnitiwynitn Unweht <wmuiwzhruphuyht Mumtpwqip tr 
<uyyuywt S8tbnwuuyywiniyeh. tp: WWtppywhuy Wbuwpwtwywt 
Gytyntghttpp mumyurht jdwt Yuquwytpyniwmd sbpt tr 
wmtintumlwot muqtuuyh vey tha: Quyjg UO Gntntp pnppnpwd 
En witppywhuynietwt ubpmp: Upmptpt nt hnghttpp 
wywupwum Epo wikt gin y oqtniptwt atop tpywpbynr 
Outwttwt jn1op mw Gogniwod Ge mumuuyny wqquyhghtpn.t: 
Whw uyn quit nt ndtnwy optpnit, UbS Uywtnht gntyet 
Ytpouinpniytwo, stnityn wow UWitnwpwtsmyutn: 

Utnp hhtuwnhpttpnrt wowght vmuhngniphiit Ep 
€qhudwuiwyhh uyn optpn1t ippyby Ybpwuypny huyniptwut 
«Utugnpnwgp»: Uuyku, ULbnuptswmywtp hp oqtinietut 
AtGnpn tpywptg hnquimupbtyn ginwuywinyetbok ybpwuypny 
huynpnhttpn. phqhpwywt woihpwdt2m wywhwtyttpnrt 
ti Ywpomniptutg, tpwtquduyt twmulwpuptin. whntg 
Pupnwyut, dmuyht tr hnqtinp Yuphpthtpnit: Wn optpn.h, 
Uhiu hwy huvuyopttpnit fiwt, <wy) Witmupwmtwuywt 
huuvwyfipt wy, qnyniwd bp tytnkguywt tr Yppwmywt 
noywywpttnpni vbowiwmutniptoith, wkmp nittp tnp 
wnwgtnnpynnitwt: <wmqupwinp hw npptip’ Spqhpw wt 
utnLinh swith wbinp nitbht Gut. dmuinnp tr hngtinp ubtn inh, 
npwyku gh huy «Utugnpnwgp» Yyipwmuptp: Wu wkmptpnit 
qnhwgnit myn huavtwp woihpwdt2m Ep np qunpoflwpubtpne 
uks tnp Gybntghttp tr nuypnghtp hpwtty: 

Uhw wy ndnewpht optpntt Uttunwpwiswywip pufu- 
unpng nip Up wnwg hhippuy wy wpwpwywt pwywptbpnr 
topwhwunwmn hwy qunewywyjptpni uky Ywnnigkjnd 
nypngutp, kyknightkp, nw plwiwiunnrtttp be ywinuyyw- 
pwtttp, npnig vE9 hwqwupwinp dwinyttp nwumnhw- 
pudnitgwt t. woamtp nppbruyppttp wywmuyupnitgwut: 
Uw yuyt minwywt whdan.y mtmtumywt yuytwtttpnr 
hupunnwutpp be wuywquy wrbyp fuywumuinn Yawtph up 
htnwhyupttpp, ywméun tnwt np hwy qunpwmywtttn 
2nimny gnniht hinwinn tpyppttp, poisytu Grpnyuwyh, 
<piuhuuyht Ge <wmpunuyht Witphyuyh quoiwqut punmpttp, 
nip hwumumtght viwyn it phwynipprt Ge qunniyttn: Ruyg 
nip np ULtmwpwtwywt huytp qught, wintg hibmttigur 
Utmupwtswywth ogiwywt atnpp, br whintg uky wpyent 
wwhtg pnhumnthutwt tr wmqquyht qhmulgniyehiin: 


Upnupts, pp uygptwmswg onku 
uyutw, Ucknwpwiswlwtp jsnik- 
gw Ynotwywt tr Yppwhwth swnw- 
jmptwt odwinwbynd yupow tyb- 
ntghttpm tr. ypouwywt nwunhuw- 
pwyttpnr. Yppnipkwt, husyku 
twtr hutiquntwt Ynsniwd hnqtinp 
qnpdpstutpni Ybuuwpngwyht: Yppw- 
ywt uwpght uke wh odwinwtg 
Epbunitk with ubs tt tpnpp unpw- 
hwunwin nwypngttpni, npntg uk» 
1930-wywt pniwywtttpkt dpuste 
1960-whwt pniwywttkpp snipe 6,000 wowytpmttp 
Up nwumnhwpwnrkht: dwlwtiwhh pupwgpht wu 
nypngttpnit phip tniwqkgur mumntuwmywt br wy 
wyundéwntkpny: Lkpywyjhpu Zw) Uttmnupwtiwhwt 
Hypngutpnr. pptp Yp hwubh 20-h, npntp Yp qntnipt 
vboulvwuwip Lhpumtwth G. Unippn wks, uhruttpp Witph- 
quyh, S3n_bwumwth, <ujwumwth be Vwpwpumh vey: Wontgik 
wubtkt wypunniti NEypniph <uyyuqhkwt <wmiwjpuupwtt 
E, np Upmwuuwhiwth vpwmy huyywywt huvwywpwtt E: 
<utwayuwpwtn yp Ynk enw. Upittwuy <uyyuqkwuth wtn.tp, 
np Ywumwuyuinp twujuumquht Ep Gnttujyh Athwttwt 
qn-éht (1900-1920): <wiwyuwpwtip hhvtinitgu 1955-ho, 
wutphywupiwy SEp t. Shy. Umtipwt t. UEph Uthamytwoth 
puptpwupniptuup (Spy. UGfrmytiwt nniumpt Ep ‘nyu. 
<ujy4huqtwth): <wiwjuwpwth hpitwuypnipttkt uptsb. 
onu 2nipg 2000 2gnopwtwuiwpmttp niunit umugwd bo wyu 
Pupdpwuqnyt Ypypwtwt huunuumniyetut wby, nnnfigit zwmtp 
t&pyuyhu Yp qutnipt mupptp tpyppttpni uty, nip yp yupth 
niu niptp won ttumttnni, qhmnieprittpni, Ynpwywt 
te wntinpwtwt uwpqtipns uk: 

Pwg wunp, Uttnwpwtswhwip twtr yp hwypuypek 
Yppwiywuntkp twiuwhpewpwittpkt upust. hwulwy- 
uwpwt hwppipwinp wow tpwnttpor: Gn Eawywt uwup- 
muayh Ypuy Epym yppwhywunh hhifwwunpurdutp yub, up 
Ahparph Zw yuqkwut Zwuwyuwpwtih huvwup huuunuwuunrwsd 
bninnp, Uuhuup Upwgtuy Lwhwiqttpn hwiwyuwpwiwywut 
Yppwtywumnh pninnp, np upght hwoyniny mwpkywit 200,000 
umnywph Yppwiywumn Yp pwol hwdkum thipwhwt 
Yuwpnnniphrt nvbignyn wadwtwinp wawytpunttpn: 

Uuvtppyuyh Zuy Urbinwpwtswywt Coytpwhgnptwt 
ywunywiowywt swownrppruttpki upto w, winp dwpjw- 
uppwlwt swnwjnphrittpt bu: Zwywunwth, Upgwiuh tr 
Crpnyywuhuyh, pusyku twh. Ubesht Uptrkyph te Zwpwiw- 
jhu Uvtphywyh uke spuinp puinwthpttpn, viinwywpon 
Uwtntytikpnr tywun, nwptwiwinniittpor bt nppwtng- 
tkpnt ogunmphit: Uju Uwpght uks, wh tw. gopwihg yp 
qutqth huyYwutwt ut hmumuunippiittpnit, npntp yp 
ounuybt hprutyht, wyphht, spunnpht, whtuipht tr otptpnit: 
Wo Yutntwinpn htppwlwtniptuudp yp duywumk <uybyh <uy 
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Otpwtinght tr ytpwé wwtniyhtpn. spwgqhpht, Pbyphtqnu 
pdzyutwt te mmuitwpnidwywt nupiwtumut: 

Utuupwtsutwtp fut tigniy Yp ybtuy hwtiquntwt 
Ynsniwo hnqgbtinn tr Yppw yt qnpdopsttpnit: Wo threwuytu 
lVodwtnwE bybntguywt 2Etptpn. Yunnigdwt, vwtyu jut 
Gr uwunuttywot hwdwgnivupttpny: 

Uuvtppyuyp Zw) Uttinupwtyutwt Coytpwygnyep_tp 
Juamyuryku wqynt vheng Up Gnwd EF wrtmupwtisniptwi 
pougquiumht uk: Wo wLbmnwpwbsuyut nght wpdupdws E wtp 
wqght uky: Woanp qyuuinp vuwhngniphiittpkt upt tows £ 
dwpnng ninhn jwpwptpnrehrop Wumnidny Ge ppwpni hwointw: 

Pp dunruyct h Ykp, Utbinwpwisywywtp ywiunny wefprw- 
muup nwpwd £, np Zw) Urknwpwiwywi Cybntghttpp 
winpwjawntwt ppbig wowtdtuywumy punypht pywyn 
uthinupubsmlh Gybntghttp: Wcbmuputsnyjehitp qipwuqnyh 
Ynsnivt E pnjinp Gytntghttpnit: Gytntght Ynsniwd EF hwt- 
Hhuwtwyn wibnupwubsnytwot oumuyny whpengn: ULbumpwtp 
bp pinypft Weg buy yp yupne tw YE ppnnnryehrt up, np pugwpdawly 
wohpwudtzm Yn nupatl wrtmmpwsniyehitp: Wu puuumny, 
Witphyuyh <wy Uritinwpwtsuywt Coytpwlygniyehitp Yn qu- 
tuuquiinip huy wqgh vhlu puptqnpdwyut tt wuapnwuppwmyut 
Quiquuytpynipptottptt wyt fuwumny np wi pp 2bamp yp 
nok wituupwbsniyetwt ypuy fuoupny, qnndony tt qnndtwyut 
Yyuyniyptuup: WLimnupwtswu wth qnpdoniitniytutg zupdu- 
ppyet nz Unhs nidt E -phumnuh wohinriny swnuyby vupyng: 

Urtinwpwisniptut wqnni uhongutpkt uht uwinzyt £, 
np Urtinwpwtsw wtp gwin Yutnifutt qnpdwdwsd £: Coyb- 
pudgnippitip hught tpynt muptywt uyuwr hpwmupwhby 
«(Lpmmn» tnudubuy tpn, Witphyuyh vkby, 1920-bt 1944: 
8tmuquwy muphttnn. plpwgphph, jnu pldowywsd £ wh, Gud 


Meet our Staff at AMAA 


Darlene Dreisbach, Accountant 


n August 2016, Darlene Dreisbach joined the Armenian Missionary Association of America as an 
Accountant and is responsible for processing accounts payable, recording cash receipts, disbursements 
and journal entries. In addition to her daily responsibilities, she works closely with the Controller and 


hhpwumupuyniyptwut oghwusd 5 «Gzkmughp» udtuugpht, 1945- 
1947, "News Bulletin" -ht, "The AMAA Record," "The Armenian 
American Outlook" wupptpwytpyht: 1965-Et f ytp wt Yn 
hpumupwhE "The AMAA News” wiuuyetipjp: Puy 1991-bt 
bh dtp jnju Y’ptouyl «Qhug Ulp <Subluayugnpy» wnoptwy) 
hnqtinp funphnynwodniyehitttpn. tnudtubwy hpwumwupulniypprt 
Up, np 30 huqup mywpwhwyny Yp npynrh <wjywumwmth 
tr Wpmuuwhiwth 40-Et wtih tpyhpttpn. hujyywywt 
tytntghttpnr tr huytpkt pbytpgnnttpn.: 

Utuupwtsutwtp twtr hhumupwuws E muuttuy up 
hnqtinp ghpptp tb. puquuyeh. hnqkinnp jetpyehyttp: 

Puyg wiktkt wibyh, wt hpumupuywsd F Womniwdwenityp 
Uptilmuhuytptt tb. Wptrtpwhuytptt jkqnittpny ti quyt 
wpudwunpbyp nupdnigwod E huphrp huqupwenp hwynpynpttpne: 

‘Ubtpyuyhu, Witppyuyh <uy CLimumpwtsuywt Coqybpul- 
gniyepLtip nth gning 100 wuiphttpnr wun untyh yuumuy Ge 
ounuynyepLot huvuyt huynretut: Wann woinudwygniypehirip® 
poyjwghy mupniwt (2017) uty Yn hwuuth 22,000p tr whinp 
hwunyep 170 Upypnt mnpwph: Wonp wwptywt uprmékt von 
8 Upjpnt mnpwp EF jywmmiwgniwsd 144 mupptn spwghpttpn., 
npntg uhgngny SwnuynippLt Yp vwmnignth huqupwinp 
Yupom huynpynhttpn w2fauphh snnu owuqkpn_t mwupwdniwo: 

Utpswyku, Utmupwhsumywuth wywminiehiip 
wumuiniehrtit E mupwghp huynijytwmt, uyumd 1918-h 
ndtiywy optpkt uptsyst. thpqyuy, pwnnwmupunp, jnruwinn 
ontpp: Wanp wywumdniehioip wtp dnnnynipynh Ybpwuyptynr 
€hqtpnit, nqnpnidttpnit tr wohhnit tnippnivh ywuini- 
phitt E: Puy wtnp tgwtwpwtt E upp) wtp waqgh pnp 
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Database Supervisor to monitor the accuracy between the accounting and fundraising programs. Darlene 
also tracks donations and expenditures for specific projects and reports them to the Executive Director/ 
CEO and Finance Director on a monthly basis, along with other quarterly and annual reports. 

After earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting at Ramapo College in Ramsey, NJ, Darlene started her 
career at Ingersoll-Rand Company, leaving after 10 years to start a family. She and her husband Matt were 
blessed with triplets, who are currently 18 years old. As her children grew up, Darlene re-entered the work 
place holding various accounting positions and gaining valuable experience. She is enjoying her new role 
at the AMAA, providing value to the organization and adding to the positive work environment in the office. 

AMAA Finance Director David Aynejian stated, "In a short period of time, Darlene has gained a solid 
understanding of not only the accounting system and processes, but also of the AMAA and what we do 
throughout the world. At the same time, she has blended in with everyone in the office almost instantly. 
She is not just a welcome addition to the accounting department, but also a huge asset to the AMAA." 

Darlene and Matt have lived in Dumont, NJ for 23 years where they raised their children Nicole, Mat- 
thew and Brenda. As all three of her children will begin college in September, Darlene is thankful to the 
Lord for them, noting Psalm 127:3, "Children are a gift from God; they are his reward." 


A Book Review 


Points of Life By Rev. Dr. Vartkes M. Kassouni 


By Rev. John Khanjian, Ph.D. 


oints of Life is the autobiography of Rev. Dr. Vartkes 
M. Kassouni who writes in such a charming style 
that it makes the reader think that he or she is 
reading a novel with a beginning, development, 
a crisis and ending. It is the story of a thoughtful 
Pastor who experiences life’s positive and negative encounters 
and considers their impact on his life and ministry. The reader 
of these 251 pages will discover a man of deep faith who has an 
open mind and a heart inspired by the love of Christ. 

The first three chapters cover his childhood on the Island of 
Cyprus during World War Il, with all its adventures, and moves 
on through his adolescent years. Having committed himself to 
Jesus Christ and the ministry of His Gospel, he starts his journey 
out of Cyprus. After a three- month-long adventure in survival 
in Napoli trying to secure a visa to the United States, he finally 
succeeds and sails for America. His destination is Bob Jones 
University, Greenville, SC, where he was given a scholarship. 
Upon entering the pre-ministry program with its requirement 
to spend the weekends in doing evangelism wherever possible, 
Rev. Kassouni gains first-hand knowledge of the social and racial 
conditions of the South, while developing public speaking skills 
and the proclamation of the Gospel 

Subsequent chapters take him from college to the Biblical 
Seminary in New York City, his marriage, and the beginnings 
of a family. Graduation from Seminary opens up the world of 
service which began with International Student Inc. Later he 
moves on and takes the Pastorate at the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church of New York and then moves to Fresno, CA to the 
pastorate of the First Armenian Presbyterian Church where 
his vision of a growing church is realized with the building of 
new facilities. For a break, he goes on a three-month preach- 
ing mission around the world which starts in Beirut, Lebanon, 
and continues with visits to Iran, India, Thailand, Hong Kong, 
and Japan. This was a very enriching experience which gave 
him a global Christian perspective on ministry. From Fresno, 
he moves to Los Angeles to take the helm of the United Ar- 
menian Congregational Church. In each of these churches he 
encounters unique challenges some of which come from the 
presence of two distinct parishioners: the American born and 
immigrant Armenians who have their own expectations of 
what a church should be and do. Rev. Kassouni demonstrated 
exceptional leadership skills keeping both groups within the 
churches and then moving them forward. 


¢ 


After a serious crisis in 


his marriage that led to a oe 


divorce, he moved out to DF 
the non-Armenian commu- A afGnbirand More 
nity and served churches oe m 
of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) in Southern Califor- 
nia: Palmdale, Tustin and 
Huntington Beach. He was 
called to be the Associ- 
ate Executive Presbyter 
of Los Ranchos Presby- 
tery in 1987 concentrating 
on new and redeveloping 
churches. That same year 
he married Samira Audeh 
and they settled in Orange, 
CA. He initiated Church plantings in such places as Laguna 
Niguel, Rancho Santa Margarita and North Huntington Beach. 
He also worked with various Latino, Taiwanese, Japanese and 
Korean churches in assisting them to grow. In 1996, having 
reached retirement age, he resigned from that position and 
took on several new assignments in Orange County and San 
Fernando Valley. Needless to say, in the course of these min- 
istries, he encountered challenges and difficulties of social, 
ecclesiastical, economic and racial nature. These he faced and 
overcame with wisdom and grace. 

Before concluding this brief review, it should be noted that 
the author made avery significant contribution to the Armenian 
cause by working hard for the recognition of the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915 by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) in June of 2014. The book is informative, witty 
and honest. It is said, the devil is in the details; in this case, the 
delight is in the details where one meets an Armenian Pastor 
who is a pioneer in inclusivity and diversity reflecting the spirit 
of true Christian love. O) 


Copies of Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni's Book Points of Life 
are available at the AMAA Bookstore. To order a copy, 
please fill out the Order Form on page 51. 

Item # 381 - Price $15.00 
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Bookstore 


BOOKS 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about the 
fULUFE:, DD FOO 8 D5 esc cece chaettixteieied weindedi inde ieaieees $12.00 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH OF A NATION, by Rev. 
Dr. Aharon Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the 
Armenian culture. pb #252 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE TO RELIGIOUS Ex- 
TREMISM: The Growing Influence of Fundamentalism in 
Armenian Evangelical Churches. by Dr. Arthur Salibian. pb 
PSG A sai coseaiiguceeveests ds tanedaneuind enalten ig Giatd estate acaieeedeaueeres $8.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - HISTORY, FAITH AND 
Mission, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles. 249 pp, PD #3441 oo... cccccecceesessssteseeeeeeeeeeees $15.00 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL WORLD COUNCIL, by Rev. 
Dr. Vahan Tootikian, A Bilingual Book, is the History of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council from its inception in 
1978 through the year 2014. pp. 397, hc #CO356 $35.00 


ARMENIAN NEEDLELACE & EMBROIDERY, by Alice Odian Kas- 
parian, A photographic collection of more than 100 priceless 
specimens (a third in color), 127 pp, hc #120 


THE BENEFITS & CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGEL- 
ICAL CHURCH TO THE ARMENIAN NATION, by Rev. Dr. Vahan 
Tootikian, AC #295... ceeccccesecceceeeeceeseeseseeeeseeesneseeeaness $20.00 


BLESSINGS IN BITTER Cups, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. 
A triumphant story of a small clan of successful working 
class Armenians living in Turkey just prior to World War I. 
he #305 $20.00 
A BRIEF History OF ARMENIA, by Rev. Sarkis Papajian, 134 
PDs FEA Oa ecereass cous catcecvacssuetanessaveranssawetecia neaenntoceteaan $5.00 
CLAWS OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN CRISIS, by 
Stephen Brook, 354 pp, NC #237 ............ccccceessseeeeeeeeeeseees $25.00 
DAYS OF TRAGEDY IN ARMENIA, by Henry H. Riggs. An Ameri- 
can Missionary born in Ottoman Empire gives a first hand ac- 
count of events in Kharbert during the Genocide. 220 pp, pb 


ESCAPE TO MUSA DAGH OR THE BANISHMENT OF ZEITOUN AND 
SuEDIA’s REVOLT, by Rev. D. Antreassian, 74 pp, pb #259 ....$7.00 
THE MARTYRED ARMENIAN WRITERS 1915-1922: AN ANTHO- 
LoGy, By Herand M. Markarian. 250 pp, pb #362C....... $20.00 
Musa DAGH GiRL Daughter of Armenian Genocide Survivors, 
the author tells of her loving upbringing against a dark historical 


background. 548 pp, #501CO ooo. eeeeeeeeeeeeees $30.00 
IN OTHER Worbps, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji. A variety of 
Selected SErMONS. #310 ......cccceccecseceeessseeecssseeseestseeessneaes $20.00 


SHOWERS OF GRACE, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime of 
Christian S€rviCe. #346 .........cccccccceceeeceeeeeeeeeeteeeeteeeenseeees $20.00 


TORN BETWEEN TWO LANDS, by Robert Mirak, Armenians 
in America 1890 to World War I. A comprehensive study of 
the Armenian community in America. #121............ $25.00 
THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE 1915-1916, By Viscount Bryce. Documents presented 
to Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs) AC #4 fovceist aedetavseed iedetestied des cteeteeeentnevtenintints $23.00 


£U36PRU &PPreLoe 


Uyu SniGp Bn*iyy & ek Pdu - 26nhGwys QuckG towG6iuG 
= NifunwgGugnieh.G nkyp UpbrinmbwuG SwywunwG, Up- 
Ihypw te GnunwGnGniynypu - 2bnpGwypG opwgqpniebwuG 


EoGpkG wnGniwd - #352... ccccecccceeeseeeeeeeeeeeeees $35.00 
UpeGgnip VEpupnhy AuGninn UnuwogGnpnp - bnhGwul* 
WhfipwG GhqdkétuG - UsnuwogGnpn Yul — niunighy 
wwinpwuunkint nwupGwgp - #323............c $10.00 


4uyky U.nwohG GuywnwG - 26nhGwy’ QuikG tewG6iuG - 
UwGyniyeprG niGkgnn myn Up ynizgtpp - #351....... $25.00 


Uhpny OpkGpp - SwuGwpwGtwy QwunnippwGGbpp Ge SEpni- 
GuywG Unoppn - 2tnhGul) Utp. VowG QuquybwG tt dbp. 


nyu. Ohyepn Snnpwud6p - #330........... eee ceseeeeeeeeeeeee $5.00 
nun QuuwuGbywG SniGp - UGugnpnwgh SniG %wpép Quudni- 
eG dp - StnhGul> 2pwGn GpiqkiiwG - 7329............ $20.00 


UppwGEu 2AG. GaGwybwG be GnoGwunfunyefpiGp Rwpbyup- 
qniefiG 9k = 26nhGwuy GoniwGn PwuniGh - #331..... $20.00 


ARMENIAN BIBLES -U.USNhUoUCAhv26Pe 


ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - #502 ....625.00 
pb white - large #503 
Leather bound black - large #504... $30.00 
Leather bound white - large #505 
EASTERN ARMENIAN BIBLE - hc black - #506 


#507 


Book Order Form 
Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 


# (s) For a total of $ plus 
$ for postage and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each 
additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by catalogue numbers). 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 
Tel: 
Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 

U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 

07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA office at 
201.265.2607 or visit our website www.amaa.org 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items, please contact AMAA 
Bookstore: 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org/bookstore 
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Featured Books 


The Recipes of Musa Dagh 
An Armenian Cookbook in 
a Dialect of its Own 

by Alberta, Anna and 
Louisa Magzanian 

Item # 364CO - Price: $19.50 


it RECIPES 
Musa Dagh 


| The Armenian Genocide 
Evidence from the German 
Foreign Office Archives, 
1915-1916 

Compiled and edited by 
Wolfgang Gust 

Item # 349 - Price: $75.00 


Academies for Anatolia 

A Study of the Rationale, 
Program, and Impact of 
the Educational Institutions 
Sponsored by the American 
Board in Turkey, 1830-2005 
by Frank A. Stone 

| Item # 325 - Price $39.99 


Exploring Our Faith: 

In the Words of the 
Apostles' Creed 

By Rev. Dr. Peter 
Doghramnji 

Item # 358 - Price: $10.00 


A Century of Armenian 
rotestantism 1846-1946 
Second Printing) 

he author recounts the 
istory of the Armenian 
vangelical movement 
rom its beginning to 1946. 
y Leon Arpee 

tem # 365 - Price: $20.00 


Undwuwutpnt Undntugn 
Whisper of the Roots 
Surviving Armenian 
Evangelical Sanctuaries 

and Buildings of Affiliated 

| Educational Institution in 
Historical Armenia and Cilicia 
by Rev. Vatche Ekmekjian 
Item # 363CO - Price: $20.00 


| Shall Not Die 

A Tribute to the 
Faithfulness of God. The 
personal accounts of Rev. 
Sarian’s survival story during 
the Armenian Genocide 

By Rev. Nerses Sarian 
Edited by Eric W. Gosden 
Item # 347 - Price: $12.00 


I SHALL 
NOT DIE 


The Youth Home of 
Istanbul: A Story of the 
Remnants’ Homecoming. 
By Hrant Guzelian 


Item # 357- Price: $20.00 


Cunnhwywyin_peGtude Unuguwup 


Received With Thanks 


The AMAA acknowledges with gratitude receipt of the following new publications 
Armenian-English Diglot New Testament - Bible Society of Lebanon 


Christian Ethics in the Muslim Context by Rev. Peter B. Doghramji, Ph.D. 


Issues and Perspectives by Catholicos Aram | 


A History of Armenian 
Christianity (Second 
printing) 

A fairly objective overview 
of the Christian pilgrimage 
of the Armenian people 
throughout the centuries. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item # 366 - Price: $30.00 


Reclaiming Konia 


A tale of love, loss and the 

Armenian Genocide — based 
ante iti on the true story of Melkon 
 ) =, Jenanyan. 

By Heather Ruth Martin 

Item # 376CO - Price: $14.99 


The Thirsty Enemy 

- A Memoir 

Dr. Markarian’s (founding 
President of Haigazian 
University) and his wife’s ad- 
venturous living in Lebanon 
during the Civil War Years. 
Rev. Dr. John Markarian 
Item # 335 - Price: $15.00 


he Hymnal (Hokevor 
erkaran) 

ngtinp Caqwnawt 
Bilingual Hymns 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 
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Naim Efendi'nin Hatirati Ve Tala Pasa Telegraflari - Krikor Gergerian Arsivi by Taner Akgam 
Points of Life by Rev. Dr. Vartkes M. Kassouni 
Remembering the Dietary Department - AUB Medical Center 1945-1987 by Helen Wadsworth Mugrditchian 
The Tragedies and Triumphs of an American Family by Daved E. Pressey 


Truth and Service - A History of the Near East School of Theology by Dr. George Sabra 


Obituaries 


Willis Dadukian 

Willis R. (Bill) 
Dadukian of Ocala, FL 
passed away on May 9, 
2017 at the age of 92. 

He was born in 
New York City to par- 
ents George and Bessie 
Boyajian Dadukian. His 
father emigrated to the 
United States from the Sivas area of Turkey 
during the Armenian Genocide. 

After serving in the US Army Air Force 
during World War II, Bill went on to gradu- 
ate from the University of Denver with a 
bachelor’s and master’s degree in Personnel 
and Industrial Relations. He had a long and 
distinguished business career which included 
positions with Chance Vought Aircraft in Dal- 
las, TX, Coca-Cola Bottling Company, the 
Hotel Salisbury and Duke Associates. 

Over the years, Bill served on many 
Boards including the Hotel Association of New 
York City, NY State Hospitality and Tourism 
Association, Hotel Executives Club and the 
University of Denver Alumni Association. He 
served on the Investment Committee of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
from 1988-2006. 

He lectured at the American Management 
Association and was an Associate Professor 
in Hospitality Management at New York 
University. Bill was the first President of the 
Beta Gamma Chapter of Phi Kappa Sigma at 
the University of Denver and was a lifelong 
stamp collector. 

He was a member of Calvary Baptist 
Church in New York City and an Associate 
Member of the Armenian Evangelical Church 
in New York City. In both churches, he gave 
his time willingly in whatever capacity was 
needed. 

Bill is survived by his wife Kathryn, son 
David (Bianka) and two grandchildren, Al- 
exander and Marlene. Services were held on 
May 13 at the Ocala West United Methodist 
Church in FL. Burial was in Bushnell FL with 
full military honors. 


Rosine Darakjian 

Rosine Darakjian 
(née Nazarian) of Whit- 
tier, CA passed away on 
July 8, 2017. She was 89. 

Rosine was born in 
Aleppo, Syria, on No- 
vember 13, 1928 to Na- 
zar and Alice Nazarian. 
She was the first of five 
children: Rosine, Knarig, Juliette, Jean-Nazar 
(John), and Berge. In her teens, Rosine dem- 
onstrated great ability in homemaking, and 


when her mother became too ill to take care 
of her five children, Rosine left high school to 
help her mother raise her siblings. As a young 
woman, she learned to play piano and sing, and 
played piano at the Armenian Martyrs' Church 
in Aleppo where her family attended. 

In December 1954, Rosine married Vahan 
Darakjian, a teacher and bookstore owner. 
They shared a love of music and affection for 
each other's families. They had four children: 
Arda, Aline, Rubina and Raffi. Rosine was 
a devoted wife and mother who excelled at 
homemaking arts including cooking, baking, 
knitting and sewing. 

Rosine and her family immigrated to the 
United States in June 1969 to join her parents 
and brothers John and Berge in Los Angeles, 
CA. Despite her traditional upbringing as a 
homemaker, Rosine embraced her brave new 
world and studied to become a medical office 
assistant. Her compassionate nature made her 
ideally suited to her career from which she 
retired more than 20 years later. 

Along with her career and caring for her 
family, Rosine was devoted to her church. 
When they first arrived in Los Angeles, the 
family attended United Armenian Congrega- 
tional Church. Once they moved to Whittier in 
1978, Rosine and Vahan joined the Immanuel 
Armenian Congregational Church in Downey. 
Rosine volunteered for many Church functions, 
prepared food on countless occasions, and sang 
in the choir rarely missing Sundays at Church. 

Rosine was an unusually kind and giving 
person. She loved her family members equally 
and unconditionally. She didn't harbor resent- 
ments and tried to see the good in everyone. 
She had an uncanny memory for birthdays and 
never missed sending birthday cards to fam- 
ily and friends. Her hands were always busy: 
when she wasn't cooking and baking for large 
gatherings, she was crocheting blankets or 
booties for family and friends. Rosine wasn't 
a sparking conversationalist — you wouldn't 
describe her as "the life of the party." She was 
the quiet, organized one in the background, 
making sure there was enough food so the 
party could go on. 

In 2005, Rosine began displaying cognitive 
problems and was diagnosed with early stage 
Alzheimer's disease. After Vahan's death in 
2006, it became clear to the family that Rosine 
needed to be placed in a care home. She spent 
the final 10 years of her life at Just Like Home, 
receiving excellent care from the Armenian 
owners of the facility and her caregivers. 
Although she gradually lost all her cognitive 
functions, throughout the years and even in her 
final days, her kind, steadfast, and compassion- 
ate spirit came shining through. The world was 
a better place because Rosine was in it. 

Rosine is survived by her children Arda 
Clark, Aline Hoffman, Rubina Darakjian and 
Raffi Darakjian. The funeral service was held 


on July 17, at Forest Lawn Cemetery, Hol- 
lywood Hills in Los Angeles. It was Rosine's 
wish to have donations in her memory made 
to the AMAA or the Imannuel Armenian Con- 
gregational Church of Downey. UO 


Levon Dickran Gulesserian 

Levon Gulesserian jy 
was born to Dickran and 
Verkinia (Nouskajian) 
Gulesserian on January 
7, 1920 in Adana, Tur- 
key, and passed away on 
May 6, 2017 in Saratoga, 
CA at the age of 97. 

The youngest of five Gulesserian children 
(Puzant, Yulia, Mourad, Elizabeth and then 
Levon), his parents were extremely protective 
of Levon because two of their children lost 
their lives prematurely during the 1915 
Armenian Genocide. In 1921, the family was 
forced to leave a well-established curtain 
business, bank everything they had, and board 
a French Merchant Ship bound for any open 
port. After many ports denied them entry, 
the family disembarked in Beirut, Lebanon. 
There Levon’s father was able to establish his 
business, and the family began to heal, thrive, 
and establish themselves as a church family, 
devoted to helping other Christian deportees. 

Levon attended the Armenian Evan- 
gelical School and later the American 
University. His education was interrupted 
to help his ailing father at the store where 
the work appealed to his sense of business 
and his social nature. He devoted his life to 
Christ and Church as a member of the First 
Armenian Evangelical Church. 

The Church was the basis of his spiritual 
and social life where he was a member of 
the Christian Endeavor Movement, taught 
Sunday School, sang in the choir, and with a 
group of Armenian Endeavor members was 
a founding member of KCHAG Christian 
Endeavor Summer Camp. He was a member 
of the Haigazian College Board of Managers in 
Lebanon and the Board of Trustees in the USA. 

He met his future wife Shake, daughter 
of Adour and Ovsanna Adrouny, at KCHAG. 
They were married on February 13, 1954 
and were blessed with three children, Aline, 
Dickran, and Alec. They moved to the United 
States in 1970, temporarily settling in San 
Francisco and eventually moving to Saratoga, 
CA. Levon, his brother Puzant, and nephews, 
Ike and Sam, established five Carpeteria stores 
in the San Francisco Bay Area and Levon 
continued working even after retirement. 

Levon and his family were members of 
the Calvary Armenian Congregational Church 
in San Francisco. Both he and Shake devoted 
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their time and energy to the Church. His 
opinions on Church matters were sought and 
he loved reading about and discussing politics. 
His wife preceded him in death in 2004. Levon 
leaves behind his children, Aline Richards, Dr. 
Dickran (Therese) and Alec (Anahid) and five 
grandchildren, Kevin Richards, Max, Cole, 
Andrea and Peter Gulesserian. 

The family requests that donations be 
made in memory of the Levon and Shake 
Gulesserian Endowment Fund to Calvary 
Armenian Congregational Church, San 
Francisco, CA. UO 


Elmer Kaprielian 

Elmer "Kap" Kapri- 
elian passed away on 
May 27, 2017 in Walnut 
Creek, CA at the age 
of 95. 

He was the son 
of Michael and Laura 
Kaprielian of Fresno 
and grandson of the 
Rev. Dr. Manesseh and Mary Papazian. 
He attended Fresno State College and 
graduated from the University of Southern 
California in 1942 with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Electrical Engineering. Kap played 
the clarinet in the Trojan marching band. 
He completed his graduate studies at the 
University of California, Berkeley. Following 
graduation, he served in the U.S. Navy as a 
civilian electrical engineer. 

Following his military service, Kap 
worked for Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) 
in Fresno as an estimator and retired 41 
years later as the Senior Vice-President of 
Power Generation and a member of the 
company's management committee. His major 
contributions at PG&E involved the testing 
and start-up of new fossil fuel generating units 
and the operation of the company's generation 
and transmission systems. After retirement, 
he consulted in electrical power matters both 
in the U.S. and abroad. He authored a book 
which chronicled the events that led to the 
interconnection of electrical power systems 
in the western region of the U.S. 

He was an active member for many 
years at Hillcrest Congregational Church in 
Pleasant Hill. In addition to his activities at 
the church, he served as Moderator of the East 
Bay Association, the Board of Directors of the 
Northern California/Nevada Conference, and 
Conference Moderator. At the national level, 
he served on the Board of Directors of the 
United Church of Christ World Board. 

A proud member of the Knights of Vartan, 
Kap’s life focused on his family, his church and 


the university which helped to chart and shape 
him. He was an avid gardener and was known by 
his family as the "Muffin Man." He would play 
"happy birthday" on his clarinet over the phone 
to celebrate each family member's birthday. 

Kap is survived by his wife of 68 years, 
Gloria, daughters Gail Quirk (David) and 
Claudia Falbo (Tony) and son, Douglas 
Kaprielian, six grandchildren, Dana 
Pieraldi (Justin), Laura Quirk, Alisa Falbo, 
Nicholas Falbo, Alison Kaprielian and James 
Kaprielian and two great-grandchildren, 
Reese and Rory Pieraldi. 

Acelebration of his life was held at Hillcrest 
Congregational Church in Pleasant Hill, CA. 
Contributions in Kap’s memory may be made 
to the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, Hillcrest Congregational Church 
Endowment, or the University of Southern 
California, Viterbi School of Engineering. O 


Elizabeth Munroe 

Elizabethwmleizs 
Munroe passed away 
peacefully on May 28, 
2017 in San Antonio, 
TX, just 12 days after 
her beloved husband's 
Tom's passing, sur- 
rounded by her family. 
She was 91. 

Born on March 18, 1926 to Kaloust 
Aijian and Siroon Philibosian in Atlanta, 
GA, Elizabeth was a multi-talented artist and 
author, and was very involved in the First 
Presbyterian Church. 

She married the love of her life, Tom 
Munroe, Jr. in 1952 and were best friends, 
soulmates and rarely apart from one another. 
Tom passed away twelve days prior to Liz. 

Her maternal Aunt, Ruth Philibosian, so 
loved the AMAA Mission that she bequeathed 
her entire estate to the AMAA, naming that 
fund for Elizabeth’s beloved mother, Siroon. 
The Munroe family appreciated and supported 
the work of the AMAA throughout their lives. 

Elizabeth was preceded in death by her 
parents, her beloved and devoted husband Tom, 
and her brother Karl Aijian. She is survived by 
her brother Richard Aijian (Vicki), her children 
Thomas Munroe III (Karen), Prissie Conner 
(Pat), and Laurie Prescott (Matt), grandchildren 
Joshua Rollins, Jaalla Weir (Jason), Perry 
Connor (Emily), Joie Conner, Mike Conner, 
Thomas "Will" Munroe IV, Rachel Holmes 
(Jacob), Rebekah Smith (Ryan), Amy Beth 
Powell (Nick), Molly Mills (David) and Abigail 
Prescott, seven great-grandchildren and many 
other extended family members. 

The family requests that donations may be 
made in her memory to the AMAA. O) 


George Steele 

George Steele of 
Woodcliff Lake, New 
Jersey, passed away 
Tuesday, June 13, 2017 
after a long illness. He 
was 87. George leaves 
his wife of 42 years, 3 
Rosa Steele; his son d 
Christopher John Steele and his girlfriend 
Bianna Granin; his daughter, Christina Marie 
Scerbo and her husband Ernest Scerbo; and 
two grandchildren Vanessa Rose Scerbo 
and Adrienne Marie Scerbo, along with 
many family and friends whom he loved 
and cherished. 

Born and raised in Jerusalem, George 
came to the US in 1957 where he worked 
tirelessly as an entrepreneur until the onset 
of his illness. He had offices in the Empire 
State Building before he relocated his 
business to New Jersey where he established 
Bar-Maid Corporation. 

A wake was held on Thursday, June 15 
and the funeral service on Friday, June 16, 
both at the Armenian Presbyterian Church 
of Paramus, NJ. 

At George's request, donations in lieu 
of flowers are designated to the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America. May 
he rest in peace! O 


The AMAA Board of Directors 
and the staff wish to extend 
their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the following 
deceased friends. 


* Marie Janian 
Munster, IL 


* Gladys Parnagian 
Fresno, CA 


* Zohrab Shamassian 
Lake Forest, CA 


"Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on.' 
"Yes," says the Spirit, "they 
will rest from their labor, for 
their deeds will follow them.' 
Revelation 14:13 (NIV) 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 
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Official Call to the 98" Annual Meeting 


Of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 


and Affiliated Boards of the Association for the fiscal year 2016-2 
Review the financial reports for the fiscal year 2016-2017; 

Announce the names of the newly elected Board members; 

Elect members to the Nominating Committee; 

Elect an Auditor; and 

Consider and address any other business that may come before the 
membership. 
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